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Calendar of Events:
 Jan 13th
SCVR General Meeting - American Legion in St Paul Park, MN at noon. BOD
meeting immediately follows
 Jan 23rd
ABATE of MN Biker Day at the MN
Capitol
 Feb 10th
SCVR General Meeting - American Legion in St Paul Park, MN at noon
 Feb 16th
SCVR Mid-Winter Party & Membership
Drive, Red Barn VFW In Cottage Grove
MN
 Feb 28th
WI Lobby Day with ABATE
 Mar 22-23
The Heartland Steam Conference, Peoria, IL
 Mar 23-24
The Donnie Smith Bike Show, St Paul
RiverCentre in St Paul MN
 April 13
Defrost your Nutz Run
 April 20
Spring Flood Run
 Sept 6th and & 7th 2013
Chili Feed - Gas-Lite Tavern, Ellsworth,
WI - Friday, Saturday, September 6th and
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Happy New Year everyone!
I hope you all had an enjoyable holiday season!
This past year was filled with
lots of good times and some
very sorrowful moments, we
lost a number of members
this past year; some to natural causes, and some to accidents. We will miss them
all, may they rest in peace.
On the positive side, I took
some pretty cool road trips.
I attended the Beartooth Rally in Red Lodge Montana,
what a great party! From
there we rode through north
Yellowstone and into Glacier
Park, the
sights
and
roads
were
amazing!
This
should
be on
everyone's list
to ride at least once.
SCVR had a full ride schedule
this past year, thanks to
Randy Holland. We did a
few charity rides such as the
Have a Heart Ride, the

Western Wishes Ride, and
ended the season with the
B52 March of Dimes Ride.
These were all great rides for
good causes and we gained a
lot of new members from
doing these rides.
We also started doing dinner
rides every month, there
were 15 to 30 people on every ride which ended with
good food and conversation.
Randy is planning on doing
more rides this coming year.
We did one longer ride out
to New Ulm MN to visit the
historic Schell’s Brewery. It
was fun touring this beautiful
historic site and sampling the
fine
beer
and
their
tasty
root
beer.
If you
have
any
good
ideas for a group ride, contact Randy and chat with him
about it.
On a more serious note, I’ve
been attending the Road
Guard Rule Making Advisory
Committee hearings every

by Mark Koon

month.
The Road
Guard Bill
was passed
in 2012.
Here is a description of the
new laaw: A road guard escorts a motorcycle group ride
and is allowed to stop vehicles and hold them in place
until it is safe to proceed.
The committee has the task
of creating all the rules for
being and performing the
duties of a road guard. A few
of the things they have come
up with so far is the ride must
be organized, the promoter
or coordinator must contact
city officials or get the OK
from the Chief of Police if it’s
a Class A city (over 100,000
people) and inform them of
the route the are using to go
through their town, the ride
must consist of at least 20
motorcycles and the road
guard must wear an ANSI
certified vest. The committee meets once a month and
the projected final meeting is
August 2013. I will keep you
updated on how it progresses. Keep in mind that this law
does not go into effect until
the rules have been made and
(Continued on page 9)
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Letters to the Editor
You are encouraged to voice your opinion,
inform your fellow members of upcoming
legislation, or share an interesting ride.

“To those who consent,
no injustice is done.”
—Author Unknown

Well, 2012
is almost
done (as of
this writing)! Its
been quite a
year. We
have a lot to be thankful for a strong growing membership, a defined passionate
cause, and many successful
rides and events. Every time
we host a ride or partner
with another community
group, our cause becomes
known to many more people.
Our brand is becoming more
well-known and all of our
volunteer hours planning,
organizing, and working
these events all translate to
strong financials that help us
do even more good work for

Minnesota Legislative Report

by Jim Dahling, MN

Legislative Director

Hello Fellow Riders,
Here we are
at the close
of one year
and the beginning of another— riding
memories we had and the
excitement of new memories
to be made this coming year.
If your “Right to Ride” and
“Freedom of Choice” is important to you, PLEASE attend Biker Day at the Capitol
on Wednesday January 23rd.
We have supplied a link to
the sign-up page on our website, so please spend a few
hours of your time this January so you can have great
rides all
summer
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our missions of motorcycle
rights and rider education,
and also doing good work in
the community.
Our main fundraiser, the
Chili Feed, was a great success. We had bands rockin’
both nights, tons of fun things
to do, outstanding weather,
and thousands of happy people having a great time.
While it can seem like just a
great party (and believe me,
it is!) - its what gives us fuel
financially to get us into the
next year as the legislative
season starts and to do our
important work. Profits
from the Chili Feed give us
the ability to send representatives to the Meeting of the
Minds later in September,
and make that $3,000 pledge

to the MRF. It also gives us
the ability to send donations
to ABATE of MN and WI to
help them in support of their
respective Biker Days in January and February. Please
consider taking the day off
work and attending - its actually a lot of fun and camaraderie , even if you don't feel
you understand the bills well
enough to talk to your particular state representative - just
your presence there even
helps.
While below is only a list
through November, we have
very little in payments or
income pending through the
rest of the year.
Nov 2012 YTD Income
(Continued on page 7)

Membership
By Sheila Sumner

Please register by January
11th.
Our rights will be under attack in the coming legislative
session, we have a lot of
work to do but TOGETHER
we will get our message out
to the legislature. Be Direct,
but also be polite. Stay on
OUR message of Freedom to
Choose!
If you care, be there!

Thank you to Terri Barber
for her service as Membership Coordinator! She has
been a great asset to the
SCVR, and she will continue
to serve as our Membership
Coordinator through the
Midwinter Party.
If you’d like to volunteer for
the Midwinter Party, please
contact Terri or myself ASAP
at:
terribarber@comcast.net

Ride Safe & Free
Jim Dahling
MN Legislative Director

SCVR_Sheila@yahoo.com
After the Midwinter Party,
we will have a new Membership Coordinator. Judy
Gebhardt has agreed to take
over Terri’s responsibilities.

Thank you so
much, Judy, for
stepping up and
volunteering
for the SCVR!
We will be announcing the final
2012 Membership count as well
as the winner of the 2012
Membership Referral Contest
at the January General Membership Meeting.
The contest will be held for
2013 as well, so the those referral memberships rolling in!
Hope everyone had a safe and
Happy Holiday season!
Sheila Sumner
Webmaster

Wisconsin Legislative Report

by Mike Deavey, Wisconsin Legislative Director

Wisconsin
Lobby Day
is scheduled for
Thursday
February

islation with helmet language
from our neighboring State of
Minnesota. I have talked
with Jim Dahling and we all
have cause for concern. I am
sure this will be one of the
28th, 2013.
major topics in his legislative
I would like your help in fill- report. This is what Jim has
conveyed: The Chief Author
ing the Tundra of our State
of the Helmet Bill was reCapitol with black leather
elected as well as all of the co
this year. ABATE of Wis-sponsors who chose to seek
consin has scheduled busses
re-election were re-elected.
back and forth from various
We have our work cut out
locations around the state. I
for us! Tell
will post the
everyone to be
bus locations
on the SCVR The CDC is reporting on how ready to call,
Website and motorcycle crashes create a write, or visit
the Capitol
Facebook
burden to society
when the legispage. This
lature convenes
will be a
on January 8th.
very important year with the
If
we
allow
one
state to reinloss of many brothers and
state a helmet bill after it was
sisters in 2012. We need to
keep helmet legislation out of repealed, I feel we will see a
Wisconsin, We need our leg- domino effect and other
states will follow suit.
islators and the Department
of Transportation focused
more on funding for crash
prevention rather than safer
crashing. Please JOIN me
this year along with other
MROs in protecting your
freedom!
We are expecting to see leg-

ITS (Intelligent Transportation System) is conducting a
pilot study in Michigan which
involves 3,000 automobiles.
This testing involves technologies such as devices in cars
to detect other cars to avoid
crashes. In all their testing,
we are not sure this technolo-

gy will be able to sense motorcycles. Motorcycles are
not included in this study and
that scares me; where do motorcycles fit
in, or do we?

being put on crash avoidance
rather than safer crashing.
This is a big accomplishment
for motorcyclists. I don't

CDC (Center
for Disease
Control) is
reporting
how motorcycle crashes
create a burden to socie- Washington D.C. 2012 (Left to right) Dave “Chubby” Chrlebois , Michael
ty, with in- Deavey, Representative Ron Kind, and Kirk “Hardtail” Willard
creased cost
think motorcycles have been
for emergency rooms, insurtaken off the radar; the NTSB
ance premiums, and emerhas just turned this over to
gency response. The fact is,
the CDC. We must never let
most motorcyclists carry
our guard down.
their own private health insurance. Motorcycles are not Feel free to contact me with
any more of a burden to soci- questions about lobby day at
mdeavey@hotmail.com
ety than any other motorist.
This argument has been
Ride safe!
brought up by many different
Mike Deavey
agencies and is surely to be
argued again in 2013.
NTSB (National Transportation Safety Board) has removed motorcycle safety off
their top ten list. We have
lately seen more language
recommending volunteer
helmet usage and more focus

Advice from the Vice
Merry
Christmas
and Happy
New Year to
everybody! I
hope all is
well with you and yours over
the holidays. As the snow and
cold settles me into the dull
routine of staring at the bikes
in the garage and wishing we
were somewhere warm, it’s
the perfect time for me to
make up for lost time and get

By Randy Holland

started on all my honey do
things I put off over the summer. (Thanks for your infinite patience sweetheart!)
This by no means is the end
of the work we as SCVR
members have. It just slows
down a little. Take a step
back and look at all the new
faces we’ve seen and places
we have been in the past
year. Look at how many
people that have the same
interests we have, have

MRF Report

stood up and joined in the fight
for motorcycle rights. The lesson I have learned this year is
that in order to remain strong in
the fight, its necessary for new
people to get involved. I am
thankful to the ones who have
invited me into this group as
well as all the new people I have
been introduced to. Our mission statement is and always will
be an organization of motorcyclists who believe in the freedom
of our sport and will champion

that cause. We should have
the right to govern ourselves
through education and awareness, and we should promote
this cause through legislation
and positive community involvement. We have to keep
our eyes on this goal. As soon
as we stop looking outwards at
the rest of the world and just
look inwards, the rest of the
world will not take notice of us
and will sweep us aside. In(Continued on page 7)

Rider Interviews
by Jill Kielblock

With the
lame duck
session of
the US
Congress
in recess
for the holidays, things have
been pretty quiet on the national legislative front. You
can check out the MRF website
at www.mrf.org for the latest
news releases on issues of interest to the motorcycling
community. We continue the
fight against inaccurate information most recently with the
Governors Highway Safety Association (GHSA) praising old
inaccurate studies in their on-

going efforts to support
mandatory helmet laws.
Check out the MRF’s December 6, 2012 news release #12NR33 for more
information.

Director At Large Ray Pilgrim, Interviewing our new
SCVR Secretary Julie Rice

As always, please consider
joining the MRF to assist in
fighting for our freedom at
the national level. I usually
have membership folders at
each meeting or you can join
at the MRF website.

Ray: When did you join
SCVR?

Jill Kielblock

Ray: How did you get interested in motorcycles?
Julie: From friends in high
school that were riders

Julie: I joined in 2001 and
went to my first Chili Feed
that year and had a ball

www.scvr.org

“Those who can, do.
Those who can do more, volunteer.”

Julie: Started with my own
motorcycle in 2005
Ray: What do you like to
ride?
Julie: My 2006 Heritage Softail Classic! I showed it off at
this year’s kids Christmas
party
Ray: What do you like about
your bike or like to change?

Ray: Why did you pick SCVR? Julie: Change nothing and I
love the color, its different
Julie: Had friends that were
from all the other bikes out
members and they talked me
there
into joining
Ray: what is your wish for the
direction the SCVR should be
heading?

Ray: Is there anything you
would change about the
SCVR?

Julie: Biker’s Rights and defending your freedoms from
the government

Julie: Would like people to
set aside their differences and
work for the common good
of SCVR

Ray: Do you think we are on
the right path as an organization?
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Ray: How long have you
been riding?

Julie: Yes

Ray: Well I want to thank
you for taking over the secretary's open spot on the board
(Continued on page 8)

Meanderings

by Jill Kielblock,
SCVR Lobbyist and MRF Assistant State Rep

As I
look
back
over
2012
with its
various triumphs and tragedies and look forward to
2013 with the battles I know
will come, I realize that life is
pretty good for most of us in
the motorcycling community. But it could be better.
We lost far too many motorcyclists this year - I know we
had a longer riding season but
even one comrade lost is too
many. I expect we will never
get down to zero motorcycle
deaths but we should all be
taking an active role in ensuring the number is minimized
to the smallest possible number. How do we do that?
Education and Awareness.

Educating yourself as a rider/
passenger is the easy part,
and not one of us has a legitimate excuse to not take riding classes, especially with
SCVR’s focus on our education with their policy of reimbursement for successfully
completing a class. When we
talk about our program at
various motorcycle related
events or among the motorcycling community, people
are amazed at the organization’s dedication to education
shown by this program. If
you need help identifying the
class for you, talk to SCVR’s
Rider Education volunteer
for more information.
For those times when you
have to be in a car instead of
on your bike, make sure you
stay alert and aware of your

MN Lobbyist Report

by Jill Kielblock,
SCVR Lobbyist and MRF Assistant State Rep

By the
time
you
read
this
newsletter, the MN State
Legislature will have opened
their 2013-2014 session with
new leadership and new
committees. As I am writing
this article, the committee
memberships have recently
been announced so we are
working to analyze who is on
the key committees that we
know we will have to work
with. As we identify friends
and foes, the information
will be posted as part of the
MN Legislative Report on
the SCVR website.

surroundings. Talk to other
car drivers, teens getting
close to getting their licenses,
etc. about awareness on the
road. Unfortunately, its not
always the other guy that
does stupid things on the
road. I like to think I’ve become more aware as a driver
since I started riding motorcycles, but there are times
when I don't practice what
I’m preaching now. Are
there any of us who can honestly say there haven't been
times when we can’t figure
out how we got to where we
are on the road? We all need
to make a concerted effort to
pay attention when we are
driving, regardless of who is
in the car with us or what is
going on in our lives.

mation that is available to us,
like the educational tools for
you, your fellow riders and
car drivers that can be found
at the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation’s website
(www.msf-usa.org). They
have a library that contains
free trip sheets, public service
announcements, and information sheets about various
safety topics along with
course materials that can be
purchased such as: group riding, seasoned rider, and street
smarts.

Take advantage of the infor-

Jill Kielblock

Lets all make a commitment
that 2013 will be a better year
for the motorcycling community, starting with a personal
commitment to be more
aware and educated ourselves.

Toys for Tots
The SCVR teamed up with Kare 11 and donated 200 toys and 3
bicycles to Toys for Tots for children in need!

The website is the place to
check for the most up-todate information about what
is happening at the legislature
and to register for Biker Day
at the Capitol.
Jill Kielblock
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ABATE of Minnesota’s 10th annual Bikerday at the Minnesota State Capitol will be held on Wednesday, January 23, 2013. If you are
attending Bikerday, be sure to register before January 11th. By registering, ABATE volunteers will provide you with Bikerday talking
points when you arrive at the Capitol and also arrange for you to meet with your State Senator and Representative. Bus transportation
is provided from around the state. By the busload and individually, ABATE members, clubbers, motorcycling groups and independent
riders will walk into the Capitol to make sure their voice is heard. Your presence is crucial to protect your rights and safety as a Minnesota motorcyclist.

• Together, we will maintain your right to wear or not wear a helmet while riding.
• Increase penalties for those who cause harm by driving negligently.
• Improve the safety of all Minnesota motorcyclists.
On January 23, 2013, from 8:15 to 9:15 am, we will assemble in the Minnesota State Capitol Great Hall. This area is on the ground floor
below the Rotunda (Walk up the front steps and take the elevator or steps one floor down.) you will receive a packet containing talking
points on the legislative agenda and the time and room number for meeting with your Senator and Representative or staff. At 9:15am
we will move to the Capitol Rotunda to hear from many key people in Minnesota politics.
Last session there was a helmet bill introduced. Many of the sponsors of that bill are still in the legislature and will be hoping to persuade their colleagues to support helmet bill language. A strong showing at Bikerday will go a long way to beat back those who oppose
our helmet choice stance.

Bikerday at the Capitol would not be possible without the many contributions made by individuals and groups who support motorcycling freedom and safety in Minnesota. If you or your group would like to contribute, contact ABATE of Minnesota at 2013bikerday@abatemn.org or 1-800-224-6570. Also, Bikerday pins are available for $3, plus $1 shipping, with all proceeds supporting Bikerday.

If you can’t attend you can still help: Call or send a letter of support to your legislators.

This will be a great day for Minnesota motorcycling freedom - Don't miss it.
We need you there – you need you there - Be there – Do it for you.
For more information email the 2013bikerday@abatemn.orgor call 1-800-224-6570.
Check www.abatemn.org for updated information in January.

ABATE of Minnesota Contacts: Liz Herzog, State Office Administrator
ABATE of MN State Office | PO Box 6 | Marshall, MN 56258
phone: 507-487-5000 or 1-800-224-6570
Mark "Mack" Backlund, State Coordinator - 763-226-9195
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Advice from the Vice
(Continued from page
4)

stead of being
needed and
welcomed we
will be looked
upon as a nuisance. That my
friends… is when we lose.
Remember that not only our
fellow riders see us; the world
outside sees us as well. That’s

(cont.)

Balancing the Books

about all I have for now.
Time to relax and enjoy a
little “me” time before I start
ripping into the honey do list.
(It sure is a lot bigger than I
remembered……)

(Continued from page 2)

Winter in the Midwest,
enough said…. Send me
some ideas for next years
calendar please.

Total income Actual
$136,142

(cont.)

Statement:
Total income Budget
$124,790

Total Expense Budget
$116,910
Total Expense Actual
$128,764
Taking on the Treasurer duties has been enlightening.
I’ve made a few changes in the
way we pay bills that helped
with balancing our accounts
and keeping our payments on
time and vendor relationships

healthy. I’ve gotten to know
our banker well, and she has
been instrumental in helping
me understand how we can
minimize our charges and
take advantage of a rewards
program. I also take a lot of
time during each monthly
closing to understand how
our reporting can be most
helpful in explaining how we
are doing and what, if any,
new decisions need to be
made. While I miss my bike
and the wind on my face for
another few months, I look
forward to the next year and
what it brings for SCVR. As
always, please contact me
with any questions to
beth_franz@hotmail.com
Thank you
Beth Franz, Treasurer

www.scvr.org
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Single Membership:

1 year ($15)

2 year ($30)

3 year ($45)

4 year ($60)

5 years ($75)

Couple Membership: 1 year ($25)

2 year ($50)

3 year ($75)

4 year ($100)

5 years ($125)

SCVR Merchandise:

Pin ($5 ea) Qty:____

Patches:

Small ($7 ea) Qty:____ Large ($16 ea) Qty:____

PLEASE ADD $3.00 SHIPPING/HANDLING TO ANY MERCHANDISE ORDER

Donation to SCVR: Amount $__________ (in addition to membership)
Date:_____________________

Renewal: _____ New Member: ____ Referred by:_______________________________

Last Name: ________________________________ First Name: ______________________________________
Significant other (for couple membership)

Occupations (optional): __________________________________________

Last Name: ________________________________ First Name: ______________________________________
Address:________________________________________ City:______________ Sate: ______ Zip: ___________
Home Phone: ____________________ Cell Phone: _______________________ Email: __________________________________
All memberships are due in January. Dues are not tax deductible. Membership card(s) and merchandise will be mailed to you. Thank You!

Rider Interviews

(cont.)

SCVR Board of Directors

(Continued from page 4)

and I know the rest of the board welcomes you
too.
p.s. For those that don't know, Julie has run the
adopt-a-highway for the SCVR for years prior
to this appointment.

Thank you for your service to the BOD!
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Mark Koon
President
651.768.9026

Randy Holland
Vice President
612.462.5695

Julie Rice
Secretary
651.768.8347

Beth Franz
Treasurer
651.246.3670

Chuck Riesselman
Sergeant at Arms
651.769.2918

Jim Dahling
MN Leg. Director
651.923.4181

Mike Deavey
WI Leg. Director
715.246.0631

Ray Pilgrim
Director at Large
651.458.3635

Greg Styba
Director at Large
715.273.5700

Dwight Smith
President Emeritus
651.459.1837

Prez Sez

(cont.)

(Continued from page 1)

finalized, so come this summer it will not be legal to
block traffic on your rides, but
sometime in 2014 it will be.
This past September, the MRF
(Motorcycle Riders Foundation) honored SCVR with
their State Legislative Award
for
defeat
of a
mandatory
helmet
bill.
With
that
said,
you can bet your paycheck
that some legislator will be
attacking the rights of motorcyclists again this year.
So I am going to ask each and
every one of you to do a couple of things: 1. When you
renew your membership for
this year, make a copy of the
membership form in this
newsletter and sign up at least
one new member. On a side
note, SCVR runs a contest
every year - whoever signs up
the most new members in the
year will receive $100!
2. Attend biker day at the
State Capitol, Minnesota’s
Day is Wednesday Jan 23rd at
9am, and Wisconsin’s is
Thursday February 28th. Show
those legislators that we care
about our rights and will fight
for them!

ing up this year, first starting
with Biker Days, then our
Mid-Winter Party & Membership Drive on Saturday
Feb 16th: great food, music,
and friends, this party is a
blast and everyone is welcome to attend, over 21
years old only please. The
Donnie Smith Bike Show is
March
23rd
and
24th.
If you
would
like to
volunteer to
help
with either event, contact
myself or go to our website
and click on the volunteer
link. The Heartland Steam
Conference is on the 22nd
and 23rd of March in Peoria,
IL. If you would like to attend this motorcycle conference, contact any Board
Member. SCVR will pay for
your registration fee for the
conference. The fee includes
lunch on Friday and the banquet dinner on Saturday.
Don’t forget to send in that
membership renewal and sign
up that new member!
We will need you all for the
battle on the hill this year!
Hope to see you at an upcoming event!
Enjoy the winter!
Mark Koon

SCVR has a full schedule comwww.scvr.org
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Alley Kat
Bar & Lanes
100 N Main St
Cochrane, WI
(608) 248-3030

Red Ram
Saloon
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Please patronize our sponsors - they make our events and this publication successful.

207 N Main Street
Alma, WI
608-685-4144
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PO Box 112
St. Paul Park, MN 55071
LIVE FREE. RIDE FREE.

We’re on the web!
www.scvr.org

Your Membership Expires: «Expires»
Return Service Requested

«FIRST» «LAST NAME»
«STREET ADDRESS»
«CITY», «ST» «ZIP »

W9852 290th Ave, Diamond Bluff, WI
(715) 792-2297
Hours:
Friday, 11 am - 2:30 am
Saturday: 10 am - 2:30 am

sharischippewaclub.com

St Rd 35, Maiden Rock, WI
(715) 448-4121
Hours: Fri-Sat 8:00am-2:30pm

Please patronize our sponsors.They make our events and this publication successful.

