
into effect  

until all of 

the rules 

have been 

established 

for this position.  The 

committee chair has set 

August to have all the rules 

established.  Once this 

happens, it will be one year 

until the law takes effect, so 

it will be 2014 before we can 

legally control traffic on 

group rides. 

Since I'm talking about 

training, we all could use 

some more education - 

sign up for a riders ed 

course - and for those 

who feel they need an 

extra challenge the state 

now has civilian 

motorcycle police 

classes. 

With spring arriving (too 

slowly) this year make 

sure you check over your 

bike before that first ride.  

You will find MSF’s safety 

checklist on page 9 of the 

newsletter. It’s a good list of 

what you need to check 

before you ride. 

Once you’ve checked your 

bike over, come on out and 
(Continued on page 8) 

Hi Everyone! 

Hope you're all surviving this 

never ending winter. I was 

down in Texas earlier this 

past month and now I really 

have that itch to ride again! 

Our winter party in February 

was a blast!  Great music by 

Bad Girlfriends, some good 

drinks, and all that tasty food 

mixed with good 

conversation with all old and 

new friends made it a 

fantastic evening! 

A BIG Welcome 

to all of our new 

members and 

thank you to 

everyone who 

renewed your 

membership this 

year! 

Our legislators 

are still in 

session, which 

means there is 

still a risk of some adverse 

legislation coming our way.  

With that in mind, please 

sign up your friends, 

neighbors, coworkers, and 

anyone interested in 

protecting their rights as a 

motorcyclist.  A large 

membership means a strong 

voice at the Capital.   

Jill, Mike, and Jim will keep 

us updated on the happenings 

at the Capital, so keep an eye 

on our website or Facebook 

page where we will keep you 

posted on the bills that enter 

the House or the Senate 

which affect motorcyclists. If 

something serious arises, you 

may receive a call from me 

asking you to contact your 

legislator. 

I've been attending Road 

Guard Committee hearings 

since last fall; the committee 

is now working on the 

training for being a road 

guard.  For those of you that 

don't know, a new law was 

passed last year to let group 

rides stop traffic with the use 

of trained road guards. Keep 

in mind, this law does not go 

Calendar of Events: 

 April 3rd 

 SCVR Dinner Ride - The Point 

Restaurant, Hastings MN  

 April 13th 

 Defrost your Nutz Run - The Mallalieu, 

North Hudson WI 

 April 14th 

 SCVR General Meeting - American 

Legion in St Paul Park, MN at noon. Board 

nominations begin. 

 April 20th 

 Flood Run - SCVR Leading this year - 

The Beach Bar, Afton, MN  10 am 

 April 27th 

 Fury Open House & SCVR Membership 

Drive, Fury Motorcycles, So St Paul, MN 

 May 1st 

 SCVR Dinner Ride - The Gas Lite 

Tavern, Ellsworth, WI 

 July 13th 

 Round Barn Run - The Gas Lite Tavern, 

Ellsworth, WI 

 No September General Meeting 

 Due to Chili Feed  

 Sept 6th and & 7th 2013 

 Chili Feed - Gas-Lite Tavern, Ellsworth, 

WI - Friday, Saturday, September 6th and 

7th 2013. 

 

Full Calendar listed on page 6 of this 

newsletter and can always be found at our 

website, www.scvr.org 
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Balancing the Books 
by Beth Franz, Treasurer  

Newsletter Contact & Submissions 

Clinton.carston@gmail.com   

Clinton Carston 952-288-8447 
 

Quarterly distribution on the 1st of 

January, April, July, and October. 

Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to 

quarterly publication. Articles can be 

submitted for placement free of charge, 

pending approval of content. Advertising 

pricing is as follows. Preferred electronic 

file format is jpeg (print ready). 
 

Size B&W Color 

Business Card .......... $25 ........... $35 

Quarter Page ........... $75 ........... $100 

Half Page ................ $175 ......... $200 

Full Page ................ $350 ......... $400 
 

Letters to the Editor 

You are encouraged to voice your opinion, 

inform your fellow members of upcoming 

legislation, or share an interesting ride. 

Except 
for the 8” 
of snow I 
(hand) 
shoveled 
off my 
driveway 
a couple 
days 
ago…. 
We are 

almost back to the riding 
season.  Its been a long winter 
and I don't think anyone reading 
this is immune to PMS these 
days (Parked Motorcycle 
Syndrome).  I had an irritatingly 
negative coworker tell me that 
March was going to be colder 
than normal so I probably 
wouldn't get my bike out until 
April.  I’m ready to prove her 
wrong! 

We had an 
excellent 

 Hello 
Fellow 
Riders, 

As I write 
this article, 
it is the eve 

of St Patrick’s Day and the 
day after the first Committee 
deadline at the MN 
Legislature for 2013.  This is 
the time of year where we 
should be enjoying days which 
are warming and snow which 
is melting - not quite the case 
this year!  But we should all 
take heart - like the Rolling 
Stones song - “You Can’t 
Always Get What You Want 
- but sometimes, you just  
might find, you get what you 
need!” 

Likewise, this Legislative 
session we may not have 
gotten all we wanted - 
enhanced penalties bill, but 
we have gotten what we need 
- no photo cop law and no 
back door mandatory helmet 
law! 

We must still be vigilant, 
however, in the event 
something were to be 
“slipped” into an “Omnibus” 
bill during the dead of the 
night.  Please remember it 
isn't over until its over.  
Before we become too smug, 
we must remember this is 
only the first half of this 
Session.   We will face 
challenges in the year ahead, 
but by the words of Andrew 
Jackson in his Farewell 

Address given March 1837 
(often these words are 
attributed to Thomas 
Jefferson) “Eternal Vigilance 
by the People is the Price of 
Liberty!” 

Be vigilant my friends in 
protecting our liberty! 

 

Ride Safe and Free 

Jim Dahling 

MN Legislative Director 

 

“To those who consent, 

no injustice is done.” 

—Author Unknown 

turnout at the Mid-Winter party 
in February.  We sold a lot of 
merchandise, signed up a lot of 
renewing and new members, 
and had a lot of fun.  Its worth it 
to venture out into the cold for 
this party.  The Donnie Smith 
bike show March 23-24 came 
up fast and our big stack of 
membership forms and ride lists 
were handed out to the 
thousands of people that 
attended that biker event in  St 
Paul.  That same weekend was 
the Heartland STEAM 
conference in Peoria, IL where 
SCVR had a significant presence 
among the Midwest SMROs.  
Myself and several Board and 
general members attended. 

The last weekend of April 
(27th) is our Spring 
Membership open house hosted 
by Fury Motorcycles in South St 
Paul.  It is another chance to 

(Continued on page 4) 

Minnesota Legislative Report by Jim Dahling, MN Legislative Director  
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Membership 
by Judy Gebhardt, Membership Coordinator  

First of all, I would like to 

introduce myself.  I’m Judy 

Gebhardt, the new membership 

coordinator.  My husband Russ 

and I have been SCVR members 

since 2008.  We have been 

motorcyclists since the ‘70s.  I 

purchased my first bike in 1977, 

a Yamaha 360.  Presently, I am a 

Sportster owner. 

I want to give a big THANK 

YOU to all the volunteers at the 

Mid-Winter Membership Drive.  

It was packed and everyone did 

an awesome job.  It’s all their 

hard work that makes these 

events happen. 

I would also like to give a big 

THANK YOU to the businesses 

and members that were so kind 

to donate items for the door 

prizes.  I would like to welcome 

the 57 new members that joined 

at the Mid-

Winter party, 

and say thanks 

to the 63 that 

renewed their 

memberships.   

If you have signed up and not 

received your membership card(s) 

within two weeks, or if there are 

any errors on your card(s), please 

email me at judyg@ties2.net so I 

can resolve the issue for you.   

Please keep me updated on all your 

current information so you receive 

the newsletters and calls for the 

monthly meetings and upcoming 

events.  Finally, I’m looking 

forward to learning all my new 

duties as membership coordinator. 

Judy Gebhardt 

 

 



I recently 
had the 
opportunity 
to attend 
another 
successful 
Lobby Day 

in Madison with 500 plus 
bikers in attendance.  During 
our office meetings we talked 
about what the St Croix 
Valley Riders and other 
state’s motorcycle rights 
organizations are doing to 
promote 
proper 
training and 
awareness 
for safe 
riding.  Last 
year in 
Wisconsin, 
we had an increase in 
motorcycle fatalities over the 
extended riding season.  We 
ask ourselves, what more can 
we do long with the DOT to 
reduce motorcycle accidents 
and increase motorist 
awareness?  The money from 
vehicle registrations that was 
intended to be used for 
motorcycle training, 
licensing, and motorist 
awareness has flat-lined over 
the past six years.  $654,000  

per year has gone to these 
programs, but the income 
from registration has 
increased from 2.8 million to 
3.9 million with no 
additional monies going to 
fund these programs.  In 
Madison, now Joint 
Resolutions SJR 4 and AJR 2 
are up for a vote.  If both 
Joint Resolutions pass this 
session, it would prevent 
transportation-related funds 
from being used for any other 

purpose.  This 
year we asked 
for 100,000 
dollars in 
additional 
funding to go 
towards 
motorcycle 

training, licensing, and 
awareness programs.  There 
are now other bills related to 
motorcycles; AB 25 and SB 
16 relating to special 
distinguishing registration 
plates for motorcycles owned 
and leased by Veterans with 
disabilities.  This would allow 
disabled veterans have special 
parking privileges.  I have 
two Representatives from my 
Legislative district who 
introduced these bills, 

Senator Sheila Harsdorf and 
Representative John Murtha.  
I mentioned that I am in 
support of these bills as a 
constituent and a veteran.   

I hope to see everyone out on 

 

Pictured (left to right) Mike Deavey, Representative  John Murtha, Ben, Brent, 

and Greg Styba. 

Wisconsin Legislative Report by Mike Deavey, Wisconsin Legislative Director 

The CDC is reporting on how 

motorcycle crashes create a 

burden to society 



witnessed big changes, not only 

in how we have to conduct our 

business in order to be efficient 

and effective, but more 

importantly how much time 

and effort our organization puts 

out to be successful.  Our 

number one goal is to protect 

our rights and promote safety 

through education and 

awareness.  Sounds simple 

enough, right?  Its not quite as 

easy as it sounds.  In order for 

us to be successful, we have to 

constantly monitor our 

Advice from the Vice By Randy Holland, Vice President  

Hello 

everyone, our 

organization 

has worked 

hard over the 

years to build 

up to what it is today.  What 

started as a dozen or so people 

who had the idea that we should 

have the right to control our own 

destiny has expanded to 1300+ 

people who believe in our 

organization’s mission statement 

as well.  In the short time I have 

been involved with SCVR, I have 

www.scvr.org 
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legislators and make sure they pay 

attention to us. In order to make 

them listen to us, we need a large 

membership with a focused agenda.  

To have a large membership, we 

have to constantly promote 

ourselves through the Chili Feed, 

Round Barn Run, Donnie Smith 

Show, and other events such as 

various rides during the summer. 

This ensures that we have new 

people and ideas flowing into this 

organization.  All of this hinges on 

keeping the membership 

entertained and involved.  I 

encourage all of our members to 

get involved, because that’s half 

the entertainment. I know for a 

fact that I would not have had 

near as much fun at SCVR had I 

not been involved.  Hope to see 

you all on the road soon. 

Thank you everyone, keep up the 

good work. 

 

Randy Holland 

Meanderings by Jill Kielblock, SCVR Lobbyist and MRF 

Assistant State Rep  

“Those who can, do. 

Those who can do more, volunteer.” 

As you are 
reading 
this, I hope 
that the 
snow has 

disappeared and we are all out 
riding out bikes, but right now 
I am looking at a fresh coating 
of snow outside my window.  
Winter seems really long this 
year! 

Are you fantasizing about a 
favorite ride or planning new 
adventures?  It is exciting to get 
out those tour books, talk to 
friends about their past 
adventures and think about 
adventures to come.  I know 
that is on my mind as we look 
forward to a trip to Alaska 
during this riding season.  It got 
really real when we made 
reservations for the ferry ride 
from Haines Alaska to 
Bellingham Washington.   That 
is how we will end the part of 

the trip that takes in Alaska.  
Of course we will still have 
the ride home from 
Bellingham.  It still seems a 
bit daunting and we keep 
getting expressions of 
unbelief from non-riders but 
what a great adventure this 
trip will be. 

Remember to think about 
taking the opportunity to 
freshen your riding skills by 
looking at the various 
training classes offered by 
the Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation 
(www.dps.mn.gov/
divisions/ots/mmsc) and 
other organizations around 
the Metro area.  I know it is 
something that I bring up 
each spring, but I really 
believe that we all pick up 
bad habits that training can 
help us realize and correct. 

Above all, ride safe and ride 
free! 

Balancing the Books  

Cont. from Page 2 

hear a band, have a beer and 
some food, and (hopefully) get 
that bike warmed up.  I do plan 
on the weather being more 
agreeable than last year... 

At our February general 
membership meeting, we 
approved the 2013 budget.  
While a lot of the categories are 
relatively consistent year-to-year, 
we built into it an assumption of 
some new advertising avenues 
and a national act playing at our 
annual Chili Feed event.  Our 
Chili Feed meetings will be 
starting up again, and if you  
would like to donate your skills 
to a worthwhile event, please 
plan on attending.  Our 
volunteers for our events truly 
are what makes these fundraisers 
successful.  If you know a 
business that would benefit being 
a vendor at the Chili Feed, have 
them contact me and I will have 
the appropriate person follow 
up.  Tickets for the Chili Feed 
will be available soon on our 
website via PayPal.  We are also 
in the process of researching an 
appropriate vendor to help us 
with credit card sales at events.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Lots of people (including 
myself) rarely carry cash and use 
plastic for various reasons (I like 
the miles!).  Stay tuned for that. 

I hope to see many of you on 
the road and at our events.    
Bring a friend, neighbor, or 
coworker and introduce them 
to our organization.  Our 
general meetings and our 
merchandise table at events will 
have membership brochures 
available - so grab a few and put 
them in your jacket or bike 
bags.  When you are out riding 
with some non-member friends, 
don't be afraid to hand some 
out.  Most people really don't 
understand the important work 
MROs do to protect their 
freedom and joining the SCVR 
community is a great way to 
participate in that.  

Lastly, I want to thank member 
Nick Stovall of Brodkorb Stovall 
& Associates Accounting Firm 
for donating his time to help me 
with the 2012 tax filing.  While 
we don't pay taxes, we are still 
required to file a 990 and 
several schedules to comply 
with IRS Rules. 

See you on the road! 

Beth Franz, 

Treasurer 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=30121060&id=1220447135


MRF Report by Jill Kielblock,  

SCVR Lobbyist and MRF Assistant State Rep  
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House Committee heading, 
all of the witnesses agreed 
that more study was needed 
of the effects of E-15 on 
internal combustion engines 
of all sizes.  Please contact 
your US Representative and 
ask them to sign on as a co-
sponsor of this legislation as 
soon as possible. 

Senator Frank Lautenberg 
from New Jersey has been a 
pain in the rear of 
motorcyclists for decades and 
has regularly been the 
champion for federal 
mandatory helmet laws.  
Although he has two years 
left in his term, we must 
remain vigilant.  The good 
news is that he has announced 
after serving five 6-year 
terms, he will not seek re-
election.  There is likely to 

If you 
watch 
the 
news at 
all, you 
know 

that much of the activity in 
Washington DC has been 
focused on budget-related 
issues, so not much action 
non issues that the MRF is 
following at this point. 

One of our “heroes” 
Representative Jim 
Sensenbrenner from 
Wisconsin has introduced 
HR875 that is a bill that 
would require the EPA to 
conduct a thorough 
independent study of the 
effects of gasoline/ethanol 
blends above 10% and halt 
sales of E-15 until the study is 
completed.  At a recent 

be someone waiting in the 
wings to take his place but it 

will be good to have him out 
of the Senate. 

MN Lobbyist Report by Jill Kielblock, 

SCVR Lobbyist and MRF Assistant State Rep  

While 
our 

Legislators have certainly 
been busy since the 
beginning of the session, 
there has unfortunately been 
little or no 
activity on 
bills that 
we have 
been 
tracking.  I 
haven't had 
to attend 
any 
committee 
hearings as 
of mid-

March when I am writing this 
article but have been tracking 
a number of bills along with 
MN Legislative Director Jim 
Dahling.  Please see his 
report for more information. 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=30121060&id=1220447135
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=30121060&id=1220447135
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2013 SCVR Calendar - All names in RED are SCVR Events 
 

April   

Wed 3rd - SCVR Dinner Ride (The Point Restaurant, Hastings, MN) 

Saturday 13th - Defrost your Nutz Run (The Mallalieu Inn, North Hudson, WI) 

Saturday 20th - Spring Flood Run (SCVR Leads this ride!) (The Beach Bar, Lake St Croix Beach, MN) 

 Saturday 27th - Fury Open House & SCVR Membership Drive (Fury Motorcycles, So St Paul, MN) 

May 

Wednesday 1st - SCVR Dinner Ride (The Gas Lite Tavern, Ellsworth, WI) 

Saturday 11th - A.I.R. Bellechester Biker Dance (Bellechester, MN) 

Thursday 16th - Bikers in the Beltway (Washington, DC) 

June 

Saturday 1st - Chucks Ride - SCVR Group Ride (So St Paul, MN) 

Wednesday 5th - SCVR Dinner Ride (The Point Restaurant, Hastings, MN) 

Saturday 15th - Have A Heart Run (No Name Saloon, Prescott, WI) 

July 

Wednesday 3rd - SCVR Dinner Ride (The Gas Lite Tavern, Ellsworth, WI) 

July 4th through 6th - ABATE of Iowa Algona Freedom Rally (Algona, IA) 

Saturday 13th - SCVR Round Barn Run (The Gas Lite Tavern, Ellsworth, WI) 

Saturday 20th - Cassidy’s Ride for Miracle League (St Patrick Tavern, New Prague, MN) 

August 

August 5th through 11th - Sturgis Motorcycle Rally (Sturgis, SD) 

Wednesday 7th - SCVR Dinner Ride (The Point Restaurant, Hastings, MN) 

September 

Wednesday 4th - SCVR Dinner Ride (The Gas Lite Tavern, Ellsworth, WI) 

Friday 6th & Saturday 7th - SCVR Chili Feed (The Gas Lite Tavern, Ellsworth, WI) 

Saturday 14th - Fall Flood Run (The Beach Bar, Afton, MN) 

Thursday 26th - Sunday 29th - Meeting of the Minds (Columbus, OH) 

October 

Wednesday 2nd - SCVR Dinner Ride (The Point Restaurant, Hastings, MN) 

Saturday 12th - Frost your Nutz Run (The Mallalieu Inn, North Hudson, WI) 

November 

Saturday 23rd SCVR Chili Feed Appreciation Party (Venue to be announced) 

December 

Saturday 7th - SCVR Kids Christmas Party (The Legion, St Paul Park, MN) 

As you can see, no departure times have been posted.  They will be made available closer to the event dates, on flyers, our website, our Facebook page, 
and at our meetings. 

Monthly Dinner rides will leave at approximately 6:30 pm with a short ride to each destination.  If you are interested in volunteering as a Road Guide 
or in other areas at these events, it would be greatly appreciated.  You can contact us at www.svcr.org 
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Single Membership: 1 year ($15) 2 year ($30) 3 year ($45) 4  year ($60) 5 years ($75)    

Couple Membership: 1 year ($25) 2 year ($50) 3 year ($75) 4  year ($100) 5 years ($125)  

SCVR Merchandise:       Pin ($5 ea) Qty:____         Patches:      Small ($7 ea) Qty:____    Large ($16 ea) Qty:____ 

 PLEASE ADD $3.00 SHIPPING/HANDLING TO ANY MERCHANDISE ORDER 

Donation to SCVR: Amount $__________ (in addition to membership) 

Date:_____________________            Renewal:  _____    New Member: ____   Referred by:_______________________________ 

Last Name: ________________________________  First Name: ______________________________________   

Significant other (for couple membership) Occupations (optional): __________________________________________ 

Last Name: ________________________________  First Name: ______________________________________   

Address:________________________________________  City:______________ Sate: ______ Zip: ___________ 

Home Phone: ____________________ Cell Phone: _______________________ Email: __________________________________  

All memberships are due in January. Dues are not tax deductible. Membership card(s) and merchandise will be mailed to you. Thank You! 

www.scvr.org PAGE 8 

ride with us!  Randy has this year’s ride 

schedule out and it looks like another busy 

summer ahead. 

I received a phone call a few weeks back from 

Brian Denny a member who organizes the 

Flood Run and he asked me to lead this spring’s 

run along with KQ’s Brian Zepp.  You are all 

welcome to join us and lead this spring’s run on 

April 20th at the Beach Bar.  Rumor has it that 

Zepp and I get to judge the hottest chick 

contest at the Harbor Bar later that day - 

sounds like a lot of fun! 

Out next general meeting will be on April 14th 

at 12:00 noon at the St Paul Park Legion Hall, 

also our May meeting has been changed to the 

19th so not to conflict with Mother’s Day on 

the 12th. Adopt-a-Highway immediately 

follows. 

 

See you all soon! 

Ride Safe! 

Mark Koon 

 

 

Prez  Sez,  cont.  f rom Page 1  

Mike Deavey 

WI Leg. Director 

715.246.0631 

Ray Pilgrim 

Director at Large 

651.458.3635 

SCVR Board of Directors  

Mark Koon 

President 

651.768.9026 

Beth Franz 

Treasurer 

651.246.3670 

Julie Rice 

Secretary 

651.768.8347 

Jim Dahling 

MN Leg. Director 

651.923.4181 

Greg Styba 

Director at Large 

715.273.5700 

Dwight Smith 

President Emeritus 

651.459.1837 

Chuck Riesselman 

Sergeant at Arms 

651.769.2918 

Randy Holland 

Vice President 

612.462.5695 
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Please patronize our sponsors - they make our events and this publication successful. 
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PO Box 112 
St. Paul Park, MN 55071 

L I V E  F R E E .  R I D E  F R E E .  

Your Membership Expires: «Expires» 

Return Service Requested 

 

 

«FIRST» «LAST NAME» 

«STREET ADDRESS» 

«CITY», «ST» «ZIP » 

We’re on the web! 

www.scvr.org 

Please patronize our sponsors. They make our events and this publication successful. 

W9852 290th Ave, Diamond Bluff, WI 

(715) 792-2297 

Hours: 

Friday, 11 am - 2:30 am 

Saturday: 10 am - 2:30 am 

 

Official Flood 

Run Stop! 

 

 

sharischippewaclub.co


