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Prez Sez

Calendar of Events:
 July 3
SCVR Dinner Ride
Gas-Lite Tavern, Trimbelle, WI
 July 13
SCVR 12th Round Barn Run
Gas-Lite Tavern, Trimbelle, WI
 July 14
SCVR General Meeting ,
Gas-Lite Tavern, Trimbelle, WI
 July 20
Cassidy’s Ride for Miracle League
 August 3-11
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally
 August 7
SCVR Dinner Ride,
Gas-Lite Tavern, Trimbelle, WI
 September 4
SCVR Dinner Ride
Gas-Lite Tavern, Trimbelle, WI
 September 6-7
Chili Feed
Gas-Lite Tavern, Trimbelle, WI
 No September General Meeting
Due to Chili Feed
 September 21
Fall Flood Run
Beach Bar, Lakeland MN

Hey Everybody!
Hope you all are doing well.
Looks like we can finally get
some miles on the bikes, at least
in between rain showers.
SCVR attended several events
the past 2 months, the Flood
Run was fun, even though there
was snow on the ground and
frigid temps. The Hastings Bus
Company donated a bus to carry
a fun group along the route, and
it was cool how all the people
came out to support the cause
and businesses along the way.
Randy helped with Chuck’s
Ride, while Therese and Wendy
set up and ran the booth at Fury
in the AM, and at the VFW in
the afternoon and evening.
There we put our card reader to
the test; we sold $1400 in
merchandise and memberships!
So it is now official, SCVR takes
credit cards.
This past week, SCVR had their
annual election meeting. I
would like to thank everyone
for their support, it has been an

Inside this issue:
Minnesota Legislative Report ........ 2
MRF Report.................................. 2
Wisconsin Legislative Report ......... 3
Minnesota Lobbyist Report ............ 4
Road Capt Report ......................... 4
Treasurers Report………………...5
Advice from the Vice...................... 5
Board of Directors ........................ 6
Chili Feed ..................................... 7

honor and a pleasure being
President, and I look forward to
the next year representing you,
while also working on growing
the organization.
I would like to thank Greg and
Ray for their past years as
Directors - they added a lot of
good ideas to the group.
Congratulations to the returning
Board members, Vice President
Randy Holland, Treasurer Beth
Franz, Secretary Julie Rice,
Sergeant at Arms Chuck
Riesselman, MN Legislative
Director Jim Dahling, and WI
Legislative Director Mike
Deavey. Welcome to the Board
our new Directors, Mike
Hammett and Norm Pollard.
These two guys will do a great
job of bringing your concerns to
the Board. I would also like to
welcome our new Finance
Committee member, Tara
Marlow. I look forward to
working with you all this year!
Now on to more serious
problems
As of this writing, Minnesota
had 12 motorcycle fatalities, and
Wisconsin had 15 this year.
People! We must do something
about this - take a Riders Ed
course. There are several
different kinds out there, and
SCVR will reimburse you for a
portion or even all of the cost of

by Mark Koon

the class.
Ask a Board
member
how this
works.
Check out
www.dps.mn.gov/divisions/
ots/mmsc for types of classes
and schedules. The other things
we can do are look out for each
other, watch your alcohol
intake, pay more attention
while riding, and slow down!
All of these factors contribute to
most fatalities. One death of a
brother or sister is one too
many! We want you all around
for a long time.
The other issue that comes
along with these fatalities is it
gives fuel to the “safety-crats” to
push helmet laws and other
adverse motorcycle rules against
us - so please be safe and careful
out there!
With “safety-crats” in mind our membership needs to grow
- the more members the
stronger the voice we have at
the Capitol. So again I ask you
to sign up a new member, be
sure to write your name in as
referred by and you may win
$100. At the end of the year,
the member with the most new
members referred wins the
cash!
(Continued on page 7)
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Letters to the Editor
You are encouraged to voice your opinion,
inform your fellow members of upcoming
legislation, or share an interesting ride.

“To those who consent,
no injustice is done.”
—Author Unknown

Minnesota Legislative Report
Hello Fellow
Riders,
I am
at the time of
writing this
article currently on the road,
out of state (Skagway, Alaska to
be precise).
I don’t have much to
report about what has happened
in the last three months other
than the legislature has
adjourned without doing any
harm to motorcycle freedoms to
anyone.
If and when you get
the opportunity to meet with
your State Senator/State
Representative over the
summer, please tell them how
important your motorcycle
freedoms are to you. Ask them
if they will support you and

your fellow riders.
On this trip which I am
currently on I’ve had a little
pause to think about some of the
things we in Minnesota simply
take for granted such as no
mandatory helmet laws,
proceed on red light laws, rider
education funding and
something as simple as riding
two abreast. All if not most of
these are illegal in one or
another state, province or
territory that we have traveled
through.
To buy a motorcycle in
Northwest Territories, Canada
is not easy. You cannot do it on
the same day. You must pay for
your motorcycle, pay for your
insurance and show proof to the
MOT as a provincial/territorial
representative needs to come to
inspect your paperwork and the

Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) Report
Kudos to

Representative Tim Walz for
joining the US House of
Representative’s Motorcycle
Caucus. Not many of us live
in Representative Walz’s
district but we should all take
the time to thank him for his
interest in our issues. The
Motorcycle Caucus is a bipartisan effort to provide a
forum for motorcycle
minded members of congress
to develop legislation and
serve as a sounding board for
all things motorcycle related
in congress.
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As of the end of May,
Representative Walz is the
only member of the MN
Delegation who has joined
the caucus. No members
from Wisconsin had joined
the caucus as of the end of
May. Please contact your US
Representative and ask them
to join.
Representative James
Sensenbrenner (WI)
introduced H.R. 1861 on
May 7th which is a bill to
prohibit the U.S. Dept. of
Transportation from
providing funds to state and
local authorities for the
purpose on creating
motorcycle only checkpoints
and forcing them to focus
motorcycle safety efforts on

by Jim Dahling, MN Legislative Director

vehicle along with paying a
higher premium for your
insurance before it can leave the
shop. I was talking with a
dealer in the Northwest
Territory and he found it almost
impossible to believe that
dealers in Minnesota could
simply issue a 21-day permit
and that if you owned
motorcycle insurance at the
time of your purchase it just
rolled over onto the new vehicle
for the 21 days.
Indeed we are blessed
to have the things we have.
With that said I hope you all are
blessed with good and safe
riding this summer season.
Please take a Motorcycle Safety
Course if you have an
opportunity. The life you save
may be your own. Ride safe
and free. Best wishes, Jim
Dahling, MN Legislative

by Jill Kielblock, Assistant State Representative

crash prevention programs
not national helmet
mandates. There are 24 cosponsors including Rep. Tim
Walz (MN-1), Rep. Collin
Peterson (MN-7), Rep. Paul
Ryan (WI-1), Rep. Sean
Duffy (WI-7), and Rep. Reid
Ribble (WI-8). When you
are talking to your US
Representative about joining
the Motorcycle Caucus also
ask them to sign onto H.R.

1861 as a co-sponsor. This bill
won’t go anywhere unless we
are able to get significantly
more co-sponsors.

“Those who can, do.
Those who can do more,
volunteer.”
—Author Unknown

Wisconsin Legislative Report
May 14th, I
traveled to
D.C. for
Bikers in the
Beltway and
our yearly
lobby
trip. Once arriving, I met up
with my friends from ABATE of
WI Dave Dwyer, Chubby,
Hardtail, Steve Price, Paul Vita,
Linda and Bob Aprill. On May
15th and 16th we met with our
Legislators to talk about issues
concerning motorcycles at the
Federal level. The topics of
discussion were:
· NHTSA lobby ban. This
would retain the ban on
highway traffic safety
administration NHTSA from
using federal tax dollars to
lobby state legislators. It also
Encourages NHTSA to focus on
rider education, training and
crash prevention.
HIPPA Loophole. This is the
loophole that allows insurance
companies to discriminate
benefits by source of
injury. During the 111th
congress, Bill HR 1253 was
passed by the House. This
would force insurance
companies to disclose what
their exclusions are before
enrolling in their insurance
policy. I was recently talking
with a member of the Armed

by Mike Deavey, Wisconsin Legislative Director

forces and was informed that
any military personnel
involved in a motorcycle
accident, not wearing a
helmet, on or off a military
installation would be denied
benefits. One concern we
have with this is the new
affordable care act, also
known as Obama Care.
What’s to stop insurance
companies from denying
benefits for the same reason
even though we can legally
ride without a helmet in
our state? We asked that
From left to right: Bob Aprill, Hardtail, Linda Aprill, Dave Dwyer, Chubby,
Congress make it illegal to Senator Ron Johnson, Paul Vita, Steve Price, and Mike Deavey
refuse benefits by
also authored this Bill to require in where the NTSB left off and
mechanism of injury in any
further testing and assessment of why were they getting involved
legal recreational activity including motorcycles - a legal the effect of E-15 ethanol blend. in transportation issues. The
Center for Disease Control
We are concerned about the
mode of transportation.
effects of E-15 usage in small air should focus on just that and not
· HR 1861 Rep.
be pushing to enact mandatory
Sensenbrenner authored this Bill cooled engines. This blend
helmet laws.
burns much hotter, is more
is to prevent federal money
I would like to give a special
from being used for motorcycle corrosive than normal fuel and
thank you to Andy Mathiassen
may cause prolonged damage if
-only checkpoints and prevent
used in motorcycles. Wisconsin for his hard work and effort in
the state’s law enforcement
has recently added 10 new E-15 arranging the appointments with
from discriminating against
our Legislators in Washington
pumps.
motorcycles. I would
D.C. I would also like to thank
encourage everyone to contact
my other friends from ABATE
Helmet Law. We asked our
their legislators and ask them to
of WI for including me in
representatives to oppose any
co-sponsor HR 1861. It does
another successful and fun-filled
not matter what side of the aisle federally-mandated helmet
trip, it’s always great to see you
you support as motorcycle-only legislation.
guys!
checkpoints are discriminatory
As always, if you have any
and should not be permitted.
CDC and GOA. During our
questions feel free to contact me
office visits, we talked about
at mdeavey@hotmail.com.
HR 875 Rep. Sensenbrenner
these two organizations stepping Ride safe!

Road Captain’s Report

Minnesota Lobbyist Report and
Meanderings by Jill Kielblock

by Randy Holland

Here is
a little
review
of a few
group
riding
rules, feel free to take these
along on your next group ride.
A little preparation before you
leave makes all the difference in
a safer group ride. Here is a
rough list of rules I like to use
before I start a group ride.
Remember that a lot of people
have never ridden in large
groups and reviewing these
before each ride will help
alleviate a lot of confusion.
First and foremost each rider
needs to realize that to keep the
ride fluid and on time they need
to be prepared before the ride
starts. This means arriving on
time and with a full tank of gas.
This will assure everyone can
make it to the road captains
stops on time and prevent any
unplanned stops where the
group can be split up or lost.
Secondly, a pre-ride meeting is
important; this gives the guide a
chance to go over his or her
rules for the road. A short
speech explaining the stops
along the way, where the group
will be headed, gas stops, road
conditions etc. At this time the
guide has to make sure everyone
understands that the group must
maintain a staggered formation
while riding and in some
circumstances they may have to
run single file on narrow roads.
Third rule of thumb to follow is
exchange phone numbers or
hand out a card with emergency
numbers in case the group gets
split up. On larger rides this
information will include a
contact to call for breakdowns
as well. Also making sure
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everyone in the group who is
carrying
emergency equipment is
identified as well.
Forth rule - a review of group
riding hand signals should be
gone over. Remember a lot of
riders rely on signals from the
people in front of them.
Everyone in the group must
relay the signals from the front
to the back of the group.
Fifth rule - remind everyone in
the group to make a mental
note of who is in front of them
and behind them as well,
keeping track of this along the
ride and keeping the same order
leaving each stop helps the guide
keep track of everyone. Most
guides will keep a mental note
of the last rider to keep tabs on
the group.
Last rule - make sure everyone
in your group understands that a
group ride is a fun ride. A group
ride is not a race to the next
destination. The guide
determines the pace based on
the slowest rider and sets the
groups pace accordingly.

Just because
our State
Legislature
has
adjourned
until next year please don’t
think our work is done. This
summer when you have an
opportunity to meet with your
State Senator or Representative
please take the time to get to
know them a bit and talk to
them about the importance of
maintaining our freedom to
choose. If they know you or at
least recognize your name when
you write or call during the
legislative session it will go a
long way in having them
support our issues.

MSF Group Riding Hand Signals

When you think of the once in a
lifetime ultimate motorcycle
trip what do you think of? Well
as I write this from Skagway,
Alaska I have been on the road
for 23 days on what probably
will be the ultimate trip for me.
So far we have ridden just over
7,000 miles as far north as
Yellowknife, Northwest
Territories in Canada, the entire
length of the Alcan (Alaskan
Highway) and around much of
Alaska (on the paved roads since
we are on our Ultras).
Tomorrow we will go to Haines
and from there catch the ferry
through the Inside Passage
(Juneau, Sitka, Ketchikan, etc.
where there are no roads) to
Bellingham, Washington. From
there it is back to MN.
Words can’t explain the beauty
and majesty of the scenery.
They can explain some of the
Alcan but I won’t put them into
print. We have been blessed
with good weather too –
unusually warm and less rainy
than normal. The first few days
in Canada were rainy but for the
last 10 days we have about 30
minutes of rain total. It has
been an absolutely magnificent
trip but we didn’t get anywhere
near to being able to see
everything we would have liked
to. Guess that means another
trip at some point.

Advice from the Vice

by Randy Holland

How many times have you ever
heard the old adage “History
repeats itself”? I have heard it
personally at the very least a
thousand times; usually it has
something to do with a war, a
disease, or some political
movement that ruins the lives of
millions of people. My version
of this old adage has to do with
the very reason we became
members of the SCVR in the
first place. The organization we
belong to is committed to
motorcycle rights through the
education, safety and awareness
of motorcyclists and the public
in general. We believe that
through these three key
principals that we alone can
keep and enjoy the freedoms
our lifestyle gives us. In theory
that is a true statement, but the
truth of the matter is we are on
a slippery downhill slope with
little chance to hold on to the
freedoms we enjoy right now.
Five weeks ago I along with
three other members had to act
as first responders to a
motorcycle accident. Four

weeks ago two of those same
people had to do it again, but
this time it was a friend that
they had to tend to. Three
weeks ago a metro rider was
killed. Last week a charity ride
made it less than five miles and
happened upon a motorcycle
and car accident as it
happened. We as a group
should be thankful that at least
for now the legislators have
bigger fish to fry. We need to
take a long and very sober look
at how well we as a group are
doing before the legislators
decide we cannot. I believe
what we do as a group
matters, I believe what we do
as a group is important.
Education and safety work,
but it only works if we keep
pushing that point home. We
offer training and safety classes
for members for free. That in
itself should have people
pounding on the door to sign
up and support. Each and
every one of our members has
been affected in some sort of
motorcycle incident, whether
it is directly, or indirectly. We
have to hammer this point
home with everyone now! We
lost our freedoms years ago
and it took some very
determined people many years
to gain them back. Let’s not
give them a chance to take
them away. Every person
counts - go out and educate
them. Do not let “history
repeat itself.” Ride safe
everyone, and see you on the
road, more importantly I want
you all to make it home.
V.P. Randy

“Nothing is more difficult, and
therefore more precious, than
to be able to decide.”
—Napoleon Bonaparte

Treasurers Article

by Beth Franz

Another fine
riding season
is upon us! I
write that
statement as I
have half my
riding
wardrobe hanging on my deck
drying right now … but I will take
what I can get and even if it is
<much> later than the last two
years. I’m grateful for every
afternoon I am able to ditch the
business clothes and hop on the
bike. Even 50 miles and a quick
dinner on a mid-week evening puts
life into perspective.
Our riding and events list
is full, our Facebook page busy
with chatter on local rides, and our
planning of our two big events Round Barn Run (July 12th – 14th)
and Chili Feed (Sept 6th – 8th) - are
in full swing! The Round Barn
Run, in particular, is a great lowkey event to bring a friend or
riding buddy and introduce to the
St Croix Valley Riders. Where
else can you pay $30 – get a
membership, and a full weekend
with a great ride, food, camping,
vendors, and music? And… you
can stay a little later on Sunday and
join in on our July general
membership meeting! We want
you to be involved and active
within SCVR and a great way to do
that is to attend a meeting and hear
what we talk about and what we

Membership

have planned.
Speaking of being
involved and supporting SCVR –
we have some great merchandise,
including pins, patches, stickers, t
-shirts and sweatshirts (among
other things) that are a great buy
and are available at all general
membership meetings and the vast
majority of the rides listed on our
events list. If you missed getting
an event shirt from the RBR or
Chili Feed from 2012 –2010 –
please ask to see what we still
have available for types and sizes there’s a few left – and you might
be in luck! We also have
implemented a credit card reader
so you won’t have to worry about
bringing enough cash for all those
items you want! You can also reup or extend your membership
too via a plastic swipe!
On a final note – thanks
to all who came out to June’s
meeting (or used an absentee
ballot) to vote. I appreciate the
opportunity to serve the SCVR
members another year and look
forward to meeting more of you!
Ride safe!
Beth Franz
beth_franz@hotmail.com)

by Judy Gebhardt slow the past quarter. We are

down almost 70 members from
this time last year. With the
The Fury open house was great
Round Barn just around the
fun. It was the first time I was
there. I overheard a fellow biker corner, hopefully we’ll get a
bunch of new memberships and
tell his friend “Them St. Croix
renewals too. It should be
Valley Boys sure now how to
you 5
throw a party” and this put a smile blast, hope to see you all of
PAGE
on my face. Membership has been there!!
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Single Membership:

1 year ($15)

2 year ($30)

3 year ($45)

4 year ($60)

5 years ($75)

Couple Membership: 1 year ($25)

2 year ($50)

3 year ($75)

4 year ($100)

5 years ($125)

SCVR Merchandise:

Pin ($5 ea) Qty:____

Patches:

Small ($7 ea) Qty:____ Large ($16 ea) Qty:____

To use credit/debit card: go to www.scvr.org/membership. PLEASE ADD $3.00 SHIPPING/HANDLING TO ANY MERCHANDISE ORDER

Donation to SCVR: Amount $__________ (in addition to membership) Date:_____________________
Renewal: _____ New Member: ____ Referred by:_______________________________
Last Name: ________________________________ First Name: ______________________________________
Significant other (for couple membership)

Occupations (optional): __________________________________________

Last Name: ________________________________ First Name: ______________________________________
Address:________________________________________ City:______________ Sate: ______ Zip: ___________
Home Phone: ____________________ Cell Phone: _______________________ Email: __________________________________
All memberships are due in January. Dues are not tax deductible. Membership card(s) and merchandise will be mailed to you. Thank You!

Election Results

from June 9,2013

SCVR Board of Directors

President: Mark Koon (83)
Vice President: Randy Holland (83)
Secretary: Julie Rice (83)
Treasurer: Beth Franz (84)
Sergeant At Arms: Chuck Riesselman (84)

Mark Koon
President
651.768.9026

Randy Holland
Vice President
612.462.5695

Julie Rice
Secretary
TBA

Beth Franz
Treasurer
651.246.3670

Chuck Riesselman
Sergeant at Arms
651.769.2918

Jim Dahling
MN Leg. Director
651.923.4181

Mike Deavey
WI Leg. Director
715.246.0631

Norm Pollard
Director at Large
612.607.3389

Mike Hammett
Director at Large
TBA

Dwight Smith
President Emeritus
651.459.1837

MN Legislative Director: Jim Dahling
(85)
WI Legislative Director: Mike Deavey
(85)
Director-at-Large (top 2 are elected):
Norm Pollard (50); Mike Hammett (44);
Shane Murphy (27); Crash Schneider(21);
Terry Chinander (14)
Finance Review-2 Yr Term: Tara Marlow
(59); Penny Nielsen (26)
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Chili Feed

Bayport Memorial Day Parade

by Mark Koon

Here we are again, planning for our
annual fundraiser, the Chili Feed.
The funds we raise from this
finance the operation of SCVR.

will close the show, the Headline
act this year will be Fog Hat, and
they have a list of hits to their
credit!

We met last month and discussed
this year’s plans, we will meet
again on July 15th at the Red Barn
VFW in Cottage Grove at 6:30pm

Also this year we will be doing the
Bike Show on Friday night.

If you’re looking to get more
involved with the group, this is a
good time to meet a few people
and help with the planning of the
best party in the valley, so drop by.
This year we were shooting to go
big, I tried to book the band 38
Special; we couldn’t come to an
agreement on price, maybe next
year.
Here is this year’s lineup, opening
the Feed up on Friday night is
Captain May I and from Nashville
TN, The Jasmine Cain Band, this
lady rocks!
Saturday the Bonfire Stage will
have Arena and a SCVR favorite
Bad Girl Friends
The Main Stage will have Them
Pesky Kids, blues artist Sena
Erhardt, her recent album release
was number 1 on the MN blues
charts and number 2 on the
national blues charts, Pork Chop

Prez Sez

As with the Barn Run, we need
volunteers, about 200 of them, you
will get a $40 refund from your
ticket when you put in 4 hours of
time; here are the areas we need
help in:
First Aid (need to be CPR trained)
Merchandise, Membership, Serving
Chili, Cooking Chili, Cooking Prep
(need 4 people from 1-4pm on
Friday to set up chili supplies) Info
Booth, Grounds Set Up (Friday
am) Electrical, to help Mike &
Dave all weekend, Parking
(Thursday–Saturday) Bike Games
(Saturday) Bike Show (Friday)
Duck Races (Saturday) Security,
Gates (almost full) Grounds
Cleanup & Sunday Cleanup,

Don’t forget about the Round
Barn Run on July 13th, this is
one of our membership drives
so bring a friend or two to enjoy
the scenic back roads of
Wisconsin - you won’t be
disappointed! After a day of
riding you’ll return to the Gas
Lite for a great dinner, beer or
soda and a rockin’ night of
music by Ditch Chicken and
MN’s Premier guitar band
comes out of retirement Austin Healy will blow you

Chuck’s Ride

June 1st, 2013

Also we need a few people to come
down the week or two before to
cut trees that are down in the creek
so we can use the wood for the
bonfire, the local lumber mill
closed so we need wood
Go to scvr.org to volunteer or
contact me. Lets Ride!

(cotd.)

With summer upon us there are
many rides out there for us to
enjoy.

May 27th, 2013

Have A Heart Run

June 15th, 2013

away! You get all of this plus
free camping for just $15! $30
for non-members.
With a fun event also comes a
little work. The group is run off
of volunteers and without them
we wouldn’t exist. Here is
where we need some help at:
Gate, Merchandise,
Membership, Food Serving and
Prep and Sunday Clean Up.
Contact Wendy Holland or go to
scvr.org to volunteer.
There are a lot of other events
coming up this year so check our
website events page and Facebook
page. A couple good ones to add

are Cassidy’s Ride on July 20th in New
Prague and our dear friends and longtime
members Rick & Ferrol Kopren’s Benefit
on July 28th. See you out on the road!
Ride Safe! Mark Koon
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Please patronize our sponsors - they make our events and this publication successful.
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Please patronize our sponsors.
They make our events and this publication successful.
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PO Box 112
St. Paul Park, MN 55071
LIVE FREE. RIDE FREE.

We’re on the web!
www.scvr.org

Member Since: «Member since»
Your Membership Expires: «Expires»
Return Service Requested

«FIRST» «LAST»
«Significant Other»
«STREET ADDRESS»
«CITY», «ST» «ZIP »

Proud Sponsor
& Official Stop
of the SCVR’s
Round Barn Run
& 23rd Annual
Chili Feed

W9852 290th Ave, Diamond Bluff, WI
(715) 792-2297
Hours:
Friday, 11 am - 2:30 am
Saturday: 10 am - 2:30 am

Please patronize our sponsors.They make our events and this publication successful.

