ST. CROIX VALLEY RIDERS
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UPCOMING EVENTS
 July 2
SCVR Dinner Ride, Gaslite
Tavern, Prescott, 6:30 pm

Hi !
I hope this
quarter’s
newsletter
finds you all
well!

 July 3-5
Algona Freedom Rally,
Algona IA
 July 11 and 12
Round Barn Rally, Gaslite
Tavern, Prescott , 9am
 July 13
SCVR General Membership Meeting
Gaslite Tavern, Prescott, 12:00 pm
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Letters to the Editor
You are encouraged to voice your opinion, inform
your fellow members of upcoming legislation, or
share an interesting ride.

Spring hasn’t
brought us the best weather
but we did get in the Nutz
Run and lead the Flood Run
on a cool but nice day unlike
last year’s snowy spring.
The Fury Motorcycle Open
House/ SCVR Membership
Drive was a huge success for
both Fury and SCVR, they
sold some bikes and we
signed up a bunch of new
members and had good
merchandise sales, Fury
served up a tasty BBQ dinner
and with the free beverages
and Pork Chop rocking the
house made it an event that
you shouldn’t miss next year!
A BIG THANK YOU to Fury
Motorcycle for sponsoring
and hosting a great event!
I ask you to think about safety
& education. Last year in
Minnesota there were 60
motorcycle fatalities: 1/3
were alcohol related fatalities,
and 1/3 of these just ran off a
curve in the road, so we are
out there killing ourselves, I
ask you today to watch your
alcohol intake while riding
and sign up to take some sort
of riders education class.
There are several to choose

Prez Sez

by Mark Koon

from, they go from the basic
rider class to the civilian police
course. There’s a class out
there for everyone and it’s
never too late to learn
something. Check out the
Minnesota Motorcycle Safety
Center for classes and
locations at
www.motorcyclesafety.org
As I’m writing it is mid-June
and Minnesota has had 11
motorcycle fatalities. The first
week of June was hard on us,
from deer to inattentive
drivers; Stay alert! We don’t
want to lose any of you!
If you wanted to get more
involved and weren’t quite
sure how here’s your chance,
contact a Board member,
including myself or go to
www.scvr.org and sign up to
volunteer, there are many
areas you can help in. SCVR
needs a person to handle our
newsletter advertising and
someone to take our printer
and do all our monthly
printing jobs, Next SCVR is in
full swing of planning events,
merchandise & membership
always need extra help at all
the events we attend along
with our own events such as
the Round Barn Rally on July
12th. We need help with set up,
gates, cooking, serving &
security. For the Chili Feed on
Sept 5th & 6th , we need a

Co-Chair for Set up & Clean
Up along with volunteers for
every aspect of the Feed,
First Aid, Parking, Gate,
Merchandise, Membership,
Security, Cooking, Serving,
Set Up, Clean Up, Info Booth,
Games, Bike Show and
floaters to help with odd
jobs.
While we are speaking of the
Chili Feed our headlining
bands this year are Crow &
the Georgia Satellites.
Our Legislative Reps will be
commenting on legislative
happenings in MN, WI and
Washington DC in other
parts of the newsletter
We need all of you to sign up
a new member, friend,
relative, coworker or anyone
interested in motorcycles.
The more members we have
the stronger our voice will be
at the State and federal
capital. SCVR has a membership contest every year,
whomever signs up the most
new members by Dec 31st
will win $100! I’ve won it the
past couple years, I’d like to
see someone else win the
cash!
I would like to Thank Jim
Dahling our MN Legislative
Director; Jim has been
involved in the fight for
Prez Sez continued on page 2
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Prez Sez, continued
motorcyclist’s rights since the 1970’s
and was there to help in the repeal of
Minnesota’s helmet law in 1977. Jim is
retiring and he will be missed, his
passion for fighting for our rights is
unmatched! Thank you Jim for all the
years you’ve been involved! Enjoy
your free time!
I’d like to also thank Mike Deavey our
WI Legislative Director, Mike has been
our WI rep for many years and has
done a great job of keeping us up to
date on the happenings in Wisconsin
as well as working as our contact with
ABATE of WI, Thank you, Mike ,
Enjoy your free time also!
Kim Deavey also passed her duties of
the Sunshine Coordinator over to
Marissa Petersen, The Sunshine
person sends out cards & gifts to
SCRV’s fallen, injured or ill. Kim has
done a fantastic job at this for the
past 10 years, Thank you!! Welcome
Marissa to your new position!
This brings me to the introduction of
your new Board of Directors:
Mark Koon – President
Randy Holland – Vice President
Beth Franz – Treasurer
Julie Rice – Secretary
Dwight Smith – Sargent at Arms
Norm Pollard & Michael Hammett Directors at Large
Shane Murphy – MN Legislative
Director
Dan Hren – WI Legislative Director
Jeff Berg – President Emeritus
Also elected to the Audit Committee –
Michelle Moreno

Lobbyist’s Report by Jill Kielblock
By the time you read this the Minnesota
State Legislature will have adjourned (May
19th is the constitutional deadline) with no
major damage to our motorcycle rights. I
know we sent out warning signals at the
beginning of the session as we really did
anticipate there would be negative
legislation introduced. We got lucky this
session but something interesting
happened toward the end of the session
which I think speaks to the work we all
need to do to educate our legislators. This
is especially important with all of the State
House Representatives up for election this
fall.

31-33 vote – that
amendment would
have created another
special license plate –
“Start Seeing Motorcycles”. I guess it is
“sexier” for legislators to support
veterans and firefighters than
motorcyclists. My own state senator
voted against the amendment and has
already gotten a call and e-mail from me
asking why.

The only specific motorcycle legislation that
was acted upon was HF2092 that provided
for special motorcycle license plates for
disabled veterans. This is a worthy piece of
legislation to be sure but not anything that
will impact the vast majority of us.
The bill was passed by the House but was
amended by the Senate during discussion
on the floor. Three amendments were introduced in the Senate. Two passed – one
allowing the Dept. of Public Safety
Commissioner to approve special license
plates in the future without legislation
being introduced and the second allowing
for a special retired firefighter license plate.
Both of these passed with large majorities.
The third amendment failed to pass by a

The bill went to conference committee to
try to work out the differences between
the House and Senate version. The final
version which has been approved by
both the House and Senate includes the
original disabled veteran motorcycle
license plate and the amendment to add
a retired firefighter special license plate
(for cars and motorcycles).
My concern is whether or not this is an
omen of what a tight vote we might face
if issues which impact our freedoms as
motorcyclists (helmet laws, increased
insurance requirements, etc) were
introduced. As the election season heats
up, it is important that you talk to the
candidates about motorcycle rights, get
their commitment to support our
freedoms and hold them to those
commitments when an eventual vote is
before them.

Welcome to the Board!
Just a reminder, you will be receiving
an automated call every month from
SCVR to remind you of upcoming
events and meetings, this call is connected to my home phone number, so
when you see 651-768-9026 on your
caller ID, its SCVR calling, I actually
enjoy talking with the members that
we don’t see all the time every month,
so feel free to return a call if you’d
like.See you on the road! Ride Safe!
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President Emeritus

Bikers Inside the Beltway 2014 in Washington D.C. on
May 15th was a great success this year. We represented
the SCVR and met with all the House of Reps (8 offices)
and both Senators’ offices. We attended along with
several members of ABATE of MN who were nice enough
to set up all the meetings and knew their way around the immense buildings.
Seeing as the House was in recess and the Senators were busy with a vote on the
Senate floor - we spoke with the staff members of all about our issues as motorcyclists. The MRF sets up this event each
year and provides all attendees with a folder of information and maps of the buildings, and most importantly, the current
talking points and bills that impact motorcyclists.
The morning started off hot and muggy since it had just rained for the previous 24 hours. Then we had a quick trip on the
MARC train line from Baltimore to Union Station, which is just a couple blocks from the US Capitol and National Mall. Out
front of the US Capitol building motorcycles lined the street ridden by bikers from all around the country! As we were all
meeting out front to get our packets and the day was being planned out by the Motorcycle Riders Foundation a police
motorcycle procession of at least 500 bikes came streaming past with full honors and lights flashing in honor of those
officers who had fallen in the line of duty. The process came to a halt right in front of us… the police dismounted and
presented arms. It was an incredible sight to see!
So we headed off to our first meeting. After making it through Capitol security (no easy task with all the metal bikers
wear), we went office to office using the underground tunnels between the buildings. At each office we dropped off literature and spoke about some of our concerns such as opposing the Obama Grow America Act, outside interference from
non-transportation agencies and any national helmet laws. Also we supported personal privacy (black box), more ethanol
research on E-15 and to defund Mandatory Roadside Motorcycle checkpoints. At each office we received positive responses from the staff members taking a lot of notes on our topics. We all left business cards. Living in Cottage Grove (which is
district 2), we are constituents of John Kline who has stated that he is consistently supportive of motorcyclists’ rights.
In the afternoon all attendees from all states met to hear two guest speakers. The first speaker, Senator Shaheen of NH
(one of the writers of S2078 – defunding motorcycle-only checkpoints) talked of her support of the motorcyclists’
community and how the state of NH is cognizant of what bikers bring to their communities. Senator Ron Johnson (WI)
talked of the bureaucracy that impedes the legislative process. Both are great speakers and it was a pleasure to witness
them.
We had a few hours between meetings and afterward to wander the National Mall a
bit and head over to Fords theatre which is not too far from the new MRF office!
There is a lot to be seen at our nation’s capital and any opportunity to go there
should be taken. As one of the speakers put it – this is the only nation in the world
where you can walk into a government building and talk to your representative.
We should not take that for granted!
Shane Murphy, MN Legislative Director
Beth Franz, Treasurer

SCVR currently needs members to step up and help in the following
positions: Road Captain, Public Relations Person, and Printer Operator.
If you are interested in any of these positions please contact a board
member. Phone numbers are listed on page 1. Remember, it is the help
of our members that makes SCVR successful!
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Single Membership:

1 year ($15)

2 year ($30)

3 year ($45)

4 year ($60)

5 years ($75)

Couple Membership: 1 year ($25)

2 year ($50)

3 year ($75)

4 year ($100)

5 years ($125)

SCVR Merchandise:

Pin ($5 ea) Qty:____

Patches:

Small ($7 ea) Qty:____ Large ($16 ea) Qty:____

PLEASE ADD $3.00 SHIPPING/HANDLING TO ANY MERCHANDISE ORDER

Donation to SCVR: Amount $__________ (in addition to membership)
Date:_____________________

Renewal: _____ New Member: ____ Referred by:_______________________________

Last Name: ________________________________ First Name: ______________________________________
Significant other (for couple membership)

Occupations (optional): __________________________________________

Last Name: ________________________________ First Name: ______________________________________
Address:________________________________________ City:______________ Sate: ______ Zip: ___________
Home Phone: ____________________ Cell Phone: _______________________ Email: __________________________________
All memberships are due in January. Dues are not tax deductible. Membership card(s) and merchandise will be mailed to you. Thank You!

S T. C R O I X VA L L E Y R I D E R S 2 0 1 4 S C H E D U L E O F E V E N T S
July

Wed. the 2nd SCVR DINNER RIDE 6:00pm (The Gaslite Tavern, WI Hwy 10)
Thurs. 3rd-6th ABATE OF IOWA Algona Freedom Rally (Algona, Iowa)
Sat. 11th -12th SCVR ROUND BARN RALLY (The Gaslite Tavern, WI Hwy 10)
Sun. 13th SCVR general membership mtg. 12:00pm, The Gaslite Tavern, WI Hwy 10)

August

Sat. 4th - Sun. 10th Sturgis Motorcycle Rally

Wed. 6th SCVR DINNER RIDE 6:00pm (The Point Restaurant Hastings, MN)
September

Wed. 4th SCVR DINNER RIDE (The Gaslite Tavern, WI. Hwy 10)
Fri. 5th-Sat. 6th SCVR CHILI FEED (The Gaslite Tavern WI. Hwy 10)
Sat. 20th Fall Flood Run (The Beach Bar Afton, MN)
Thurs. 25th-Sun. 28th Meeting of the Minds (Kansas City MO)

October

Wed. 1st SCVR DINNER RIDE (The Point Restaurant Hastings MN)
Sat. 11th Frost your Nuts Run (The Mallalieu Inn Hudson WI)

November

Sat. 22nd SCVR CHILI FEED APPRECIATION PARTY (Venue T.B.A.)

December

Sat. 6th SCVR KIDS CHRISTMAS PARTY (St. Paul Park Legion)

As you can see, no departure times have been posted. They will be made available closer to the event dates, on flyers, our website,
Facebook page and at our meetings.

Monthly Dinner rides will leave at approximately 6:30 with a short ride to each destination. The runs posted in Red indicate an SCVR function. If you are interested in volunteering as a Road Guide or in other areas at these events, it would be
greatly appreciated.
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Meanderings
by Jill Kielblock
At this time last
year Jim and I
were getting ready for our
big adventure to Alaska.
Unfortunately no big trips
planned this year until the
annual pilgrimage to South
Dakota in August but hopefully we’ll be able to get
away for a few long weekend trips. Our early riding
season weather certainly
hasn’t been conducive to
making those plans but the
optimist in me says it will
get better. Hopefully by the
time you read this we will
be saying what great riding
weather we are having and
not be complaining about
how hot it is and saying we
could use some rain or still
saying will it ever warm up
and stop raining!
Friends of mine recently
took the Confident Rider
Course (formerly Experienced Rider or BRC2) and
have been enthusiastic
about what they learned
both in terms of refreshing
current skills and adding
new skills to their arsenal. I
know I talk about training
and education in almost all
of these articles but it does
go to the core of the SCVR
mission. We need to keep
our skills fresh and sharp in
order to continue riding and
to keep mandatory helmets
off our heads. Think about
the additional argument it
would add to our arsenal if
we could say to legislators –
we understand that we
need to keep our riding
skills current and sharp to
stay safe on the road and
we show that by increased
numbers of Confident Rider
and Civilian Police courses
our members take. I’ll also
put in a plug about the need
to police ourselves
www.scvr.org

related to impaired driving.
Although we don’t support
many of the actions of the
National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration
(NHTSA) according to their
statistics of the of the 2,182
motorcyclists who died in
single-vehicle crashes in
2007 forty-one percent
(41%) had blood alcohol
readings of .08 or greater.
We, as motorcyclists, must
face the fact that is the one
area where fatalities are in
our direct control. We
need to police ourselves
and those we ride with so
that none of us end up as a
statistic due to poor
choices we make. Here in
Minnesota we have a great
organization that can help
us avoid being such a
statistic – Motorcycle DialA-Ride. If you think you or
a friend are too impaired
to ride due to alcohol,
drugs, medical conditions
or any reason, call them at
1-888-342-5743.
Volunteers from around
the state will bring a
trailer to you and take you
and your bike to a safe
location. Don’t be too
proud, macho or whatever
to use this service – be safe
instead.
We don’t like to think
about it but our chosen
sport isn’t the safest in the
world and we need to do
whatever it takes to stay
safe because we all want to
be around to ride the
entire 2014 season and
next years,
and the
year after
that and….
Stay safe
and we’ll
see you on
the road.

Treasurers Article

by Beth Franz

“Balancing
the Books”
Well, it’s
FINALLY
warm out,
although for
some reason
the words “Saturday morning” and “Beth is going
riding” strung together
makes water fall from the
sky. And unfortunately,
being between bikes and
stuck sharing one for the time
being doesn’t make that
problem any easier since
that’s the only time I can
sneak out on my own. What
is easy = selling a bike in the
spring in MN and not easy =
buying one - and feel free to
give me grief on that since
everyone else is already
anyway.
Regardless of my timing and
sharing issues, SCVR’s riding
season and events are off and
running. Fury’s open house
and our membership drive
end of April was awesome in
all respects – lots of new and
renewing members, lots of
merchandise sales, and tons
of fun had by all. It’s a great
event! Fury usually has a
nice selection of bikes to mull
over and I’m usually talking
myself out of buying one
every time I walk in there!
May was a busy month –
Shane and I traveled to the
Washington DC area in midMay to attend the Bikers
inside the Beltway event that
the MRF puts together. It’s
essentially the federal
version of our MN and WI
“Biker Days”. I learned more
in the couple of hours discussing the bills that were

our talking points than all the
articles I’ve read combined.
It was a great experience and
I was astounded at how
welcoming, easy-going, and
engaging their staffs were. A
special thanks goes out to
Todd and Dawn Riba (ABATE
of MN) who were nice
enough to let us tag along
with them. If you have the
chance to go to this event –
do it – and hang out for a few
days since there is so much
to do and see in that area.
Don’t forget our Round Barn
RALLY event the weekend of
July 11-12th. Most people are
there Friday night starting
the fun and the main
festivities – the ride itself,
food, beer, and music all on
Saturday. We have done
heavier advertising this year
and you should be hearing
about it quite a bit on KQRS!
With elections having just
wrapped up – I want to think
all who showed up at the
June meeting (or sent in their
ballots) to vote for our
Board. I appreciate any and
all votes that I get and it
looks like you will be hearing
from me for another year!
This position over the last
couple years has given me a
ton of opportunities to meet
new people, acquire new
skills, travel to conferences,
and truly learn grassroots
lobbying. I love it since I get
bored easy!
Ride safe!
Beth Franz
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Advice from the Vice and Road Captain’s Report
by Randy Holland
“Words spoken in the heat of
debate can only be believed if you
back them up with action”. In other
words, “If you are going to talk the
talk, you have to walk the walk”. Its
rally time folks, new faces and new
ideas are coming to the forefront of
our mission here at SCVR. The people
that have walked the walk and carried us over the past say
ten plus years, are now stepping aside for some time off. Can
you imagine devoting your life to fighting the battles of
others for that long or in some cases even longer? You
cannot thank these people enough for the hard work put in
on our behalf. We also cannot thank these new people
enough for stepping up when needed and filling some rather
large shoes. I am looking forward to new faces and new
ideas in the future.

MRF Report by Jill Kielblock
This may be old news by the time you read
this article but the MRF has alerted us about
a provision in the Obama Administration’s
ideal Transportation bill – the Grow America Act -- which
states “The Secretary (of Transportation) or the Secretary’s
designee may engage in activities with States and State
legislators to consider proposals related to motorcycle
helmet use laws.” While this isn’t an outright call for a
federal mandatory helmet law it certainly could be viewed as
support for mandatory helmet laws at the state level.
As I write this article, the “Ideal bill” has not yet been
ntroduced in either the US Senate or US House so we still
time for us to take action to hopefully have this deleted
before formal introduction. What you can do is:

There are a few people out there that deserve some mention.
The position of Road Captain is basically take the position,
run with it, and if it doesn’t drive you nuts or break you, it’s
yours. As I am recovering from spinal fusion for the next 6 to
10 weeks, some others have been generous enough to step
up and lend me a hand, or in this case a back. Shane Murphy
has accepted doing the dinner rides, Mike Clausen has taken
over the Have a Heart run, and Bill McGee has agreed to
manage the Round Barn Rally. Thanks guys I appreciate it.

Director at Large
by Mike Hammett
Hi everyone just a few updates: SCVR is
currently looking for a Road Captain due to the
sad news that one of our own will be
recovering from surgery. Hopefully everything goes as
planned and he will be back on his feet soon. Other news the
merchandise trailer has made the rounds: South St. Paul for
Chucks ride on May 31st, Dakota County Technical College
June1 for Simply Street Bikes, and June 14 the Patriot ride in
Ham Lake. So as you can tell we are working this spring
promoting SCVR in some new territory and revisiting old.
We are changing our location for the fall Flood Run to
Diamond Bluff. With all that is happening we will be asking
for some more volunteers, as we will be busy taking inventories to keep up on merchandise. We will have sign up sheets
at our meetings and at the Merchandise Trailer on event
days. Becoming a volunteer is a great way of meeting new
people and building friendships. See you all this summer.
Michael Hammett your Director at Large

SCRV Sponsors Dial a Ride Trailer

Contact the White House by visiting
http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact.
Contact your US Representative and US Senator by calling
United States Capitol switchboard at (202) 224-3121 or
visiting www.usa.gov for their direct contact information.
The message is short and simple – keep any mention of
motorcycle helmet use laws out of the Grow America Act
and/or any transportation bill. If you need some
background to share with your legislators or the White
House visit the Motorcycle Riders Foundation website and
check out their Fact or Fiction paper (www.mrf.org click on
Reports and Papers and then on Fact or Fiction).
Thanks in advance for your action on this issue. Let’s keep
our motorcycle safety funds designated for training and
education, not for impinging on our choice to wear helmets.
PAGE 6

Dial a Ride is a not for profit group that was created to make
sure motorcyclists and their bikes arrive home safely. They
will pick up impaired riders in Minnesota, along with their
motorcycles, at no charge on all weekends Friday through
Sunday. Their phone number is 1-800-342-5743. Keep this
number handy, you never know who might need it. SCVR is
very proud to sponsor this organization and provide a trailer
for their use. Thank you to all those who make this service
possible.

Minnesota Legislative
Report
By Shane Murphy
Thank you for electing me as your Minnesota
Legislative Director! I would like to thank Jim Dahling for all
of his years of service with the SCVR; holding the line and
fighting for motorcyclist’s rights.
MN Biker Day at the capitol, Heartland STEAM, Meeting of
the Minds, and Bikers Inside the Beltway are a few of the
events that I have attended. The knowledge and motivation
coming out of these events certainly gives fuel to the fire to
fight for our rights. I encourage everyone to go to one when
you get the chance.
I am honored to hold this position, but I feel as though I
have a weight on my shoulders and you should too. As of
this writing there have already been 14 motorcyclists who
have died this season and we have a fight that will be
brought to our doorstep.
The safety of riders is our primary goal and this is done
through enhanced rider training not “safer crashing”. We
ride

www.scvr.org

free because of our vigilance and our perseverance.
Minnesota’s lawmaking season ended in May and things will be
quiet for a while, but stayed tuned for updates. The riding season is here and I hope that everyone is enjoying it. We have several big events coming up, such as the Round Barn Rally on July
11th and the Chili Feed on Sept 5th. I will be a Road Guide for the
RBR and look forward to seeing some new faces out there!
Feel free to contact me any time via email at
shane.c.murphy@comcast.net with any concerns or questions.
So let us not only maintain our focus, resolve and freedoms let’s encourage, grow and prosper relationships with those who
work for and represent us.
Respectfully, Shane Murphy, Minnesota Legislative Director

Modena Store
S905 County Roads D & J
Modena, WI 54755
715-946-3309 / 715-495-7265
S erv ing B rea kfa st.
Lunch & D inner…
Pizza, S andw iche s,
S a la d s , H o m e
Cook ed F ood s
We also carry
p remi um ga s for
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The following article was printed
with permission from the author:

Why Motorcyclists Can’t Afford to Just
Sit Back and Enjoy the Ride
June 14, 2014

Matt Danielson
McGrath & Danielson
Tom McGrath’s Motorcycle Law
Group
1-800-321-8968
Motorcyclelawgroup.com

There are many different things that draw people to motorcycling. For some it is the sense of freedom. For others it is a source of
relaxation. It can also be a source of exhilaration. If you are like me, it is to some degree all of the above. That being said, it is the ride
that we crave regardless of what each of us gets from it. This time of year the roads are packed with motorcyclists who are sitting back
(or forward) and just enjoying the ride. That begs the question; can we as avid motorcyclists afford to do that?
I had the privilege this month of riding to Frisco Colorado to attend the Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) Best of the West
Conference. For those who have been to Colorado you know that it is some of the prettiest riding country you will ever encounter. Yet
on a gorgeous Saturday in June, I found myself not on my bike riding the Rockies, but in a room with motorcyclists from around the
country discussing issues riders are facing all around the United States. The following is a list of some of the issues that were being
addressed by the participants:


Working to prevent motorcyclists from being excluded from public parking lots, roads, and parking garages.



Working to eliminate roadside checkpoints aimed only at motorcyclists.



Working to address the ever growing problem of distracted driving.



Working to prohibit the use of higher ethanol blends at the pump until the effects on motorcycle engines can be further studied.



Working for legislation allowing motorcyclists to safely and reasonably proceed when they are stuck at a traffic light that will not
recognize them.



Working to prevent legislation which arbitrarily sets age restrictions for passengers on motorcycles.

Working with state and local governments to promote sensible motorcycle awareness campaigns.
All of these are real issues being faced by real riders. As I took in everything being discussed I thought to myself, what would riding be
like if there were no one addressing these issues on behalf of motorcyclists? The answer was chilling. It is easy to sit back, enjoy the
ride, and count on everything being all right. But can we afford to do that? If we all did, we may soon find no ride left to sit back and
enjoy.
So what can you do to protect yourself and the activity that we all love and cherish? Take some simple steps to become involved in
protecting the rights of fellow motorcyclists. I am not suggesting that everyone start riding all over the country attending seminars
(although it is a great excuse to ride all over the country). You can get involved locally. Start paying attention to the positions that your
local, state and federal legislators take regarding issues affecting motorcyclists. Share your thoughts in letters and emails. Write letters
to the editor of your local paper. Go to City Council or County Board meetings. Join a motorcycle rights organization and attend their
lobby day, where motorcyclists go the State Capitol to discuss issues important to us with elected officials. I would also encourage you
to join the MRF. This is an organization dedicated solely to protecting the rights of American motorcyclists. You can learn more and
join at mrf.org.
There are numerous ways to protect your rights as a motorcyclist. The ways are limitless, bound only by your passion and imagination. There is, however, a wrong way and that is to count on someone else to do it. That someone else may be sitting back, enjoying the
ride, and counting on you.
If you have any questions or comments concerning this article or any other matters concerning your rights as a motorcyclist, please feel
free to contact me at 1-800-321-8968 or at matt@motorcyclelawgroup.com.
www.scvr.org
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Wisconsin
Legislative Report
by Mike Deavey
On April 23rd 2014 Governor Walker signed
Act 371 into law. The number of crashes
involving unlicensed motorcycle riders has
been increasing accounting for up to 42
percent of accidents. Act 371 will allow an
unlicensed motorcycle rider to receive their
license by taking and passing any Rider
Education program approved by the DOT.
The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) administered motorcycle
driving skills test can take months to
schedule. This law will help to get more
motorcycle riders educated and licensed by
providing the road test waiver certificate.
Washington DC
Rep. Tom Petri who represents the 6th
Congressional District in Wisconsin has
announced his retirement. A long time
champion for motorcyclist Rep. Petri has
been a strong advocate for motorcycle
rights. The relationship built through the
years will be strongly missed.
MRF Bikers in the Beltway
HR1861/S2078 Motorcycle Only
Checkpoints
HR 1861 Authored by Rep. Jim
Sensenbrenner and S2078 by U.S. Sens.
Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.),
Ron Johnson (R-Wis.), Kelly Ayotte (R-N.H.)
and Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) introduced
S. 2078, the Stop Motorcycle Checkpoint
Funding Act. These bills would prevent state
agencies from applying and receiving grant
money from the federal government to
conduct discriminatory motorcycle only
checkpoints. Update: This bill was defeated
in congress.

recently introduced tailpipe
emission testing. The EPA is
reducing the amount of ethanol
blended gasoline in 2014 due to
demand. This bill now has 23
cosponsors with 2 from Wisconsin,
Rep. Petri and Rep. Ribble.

#1 The owner gives permission for the
information to be retrieved.
#2 The information is ordered by the
court, subpoenaed
#3 The information is retrieved for
purpose of diagnosing vehicle for repair.
HR875 E-15 Blended Fuel
Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner’s Bill HR875
would halt the sale of E-15 until further
studies are done to show the effects E-15
has on air cooled engines. E-15 is known
to burn hotter and to be more corrosive
than lower ethanol blended fuel. The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency has
publicly acknowledged that ethanol in
gasoline can damage internal combustion
engines by increasing exhaust
temperatures and indirectly causing
component failures. The only testing
done before E-15 was introduced to the
market was when President Obama

Grow America Act
uced language in the new Highway
Bill; this would allow the Secretary
of Transportation to lobby states
for mandatory helmet laws. In 1995
a bill was passed to prevent
(NHTSA) from entering states
uninvited and lobby using federal
money to promote mandatory
helmet use. The language hidden
on page 164 and 165 would once
again allow NHTSA, a branch of the
Department of Transportation,
access to lobby individual states to
push for mandatory helmet laws
uninvited. During Bikers In The
Beltway we talked with our Legislators and voiced objections. The new
proposal will not even be
considered and is dead in the
water. I would like to thank the
SCVR and ABATE of Wisconsin for
sending me to Washington DC to
represent both organizations and
all motorcyclists.
Ride Safe!
Mike Deavey

HR2414/S1925
Rep. Michael Capuano (D-MA) introduced
HR2414 Black Box Privacy Protection Act.
and U.S. Sens. John Hoeven (R.-N.D.) and
Amy Klobuchar (D.-Minn.) introduced S.
1925, the Driver Privacy Act. These bill
would set presidencies as to ownership of
the information recorded in your vehicles
Data recorder known as the Black Box.
These bills would also require automobile
manufactures to inform owners of the
presence of Black Boxes when a new vehicle
or motorcycle is purchased. The information
would solely belong to the owner except
under the following situations:
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