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Hi Everyone! 

I hope you all 
had a good   
summer and 
got some        
memorable 
riding in! 

I had a few 
cool trips, in 

June I went to North   Dakota, 
to a small town called Cavalier, 
where I attended a mini     
Sturgis party. I also went on 
the Poker run there. We are 
blessed with our river roads, 
the roads there are straight 
and flat. However, their        
hospitality made up for the 
boring roads. They are great 
people! From there I came 
home for a week then rode out 
to Colorado. The ride out was 
close to a nightmare, we hit 
rain, hail and road 
construction. One spot in the 
Black Hills was undergoing 
road  replacement. We came to 
a sign saying “Motorcycles Use 
Caution” .  That was an 
understatement, this road was 
dug down to the clay base and 
it was like riding on grease! It 
took us an hour to go 2 miles. 
Once we made it into            
Wyoming the weather cleared 
and we had nice riding. We 
passed into Colorado and got 
hit by some nasty hail! There 
ended up being  about 3 inches 
of hail on the freeway when it 
let up. That pretty much 
sucked!  

www.scvr.org 

consisted of a Captains 
Ride, a bike rodeo with 
some new fun games like 
the keg roll, and our         
infamous duck races all day 
long were another big hit!  

We had numerous vendors  
selling all sorts of products 
and tasty food. Our famous 
chili was exceptionally good 
this year and Miller served 
up a great selection of 
different beers! We even 
had a shower trailer this 
year! Don’t miss next year’s 
25th anniversary Chili Feed; 
it should be our biggest and 
best party ever! 

I’d like to send out a HUGE 
THANK YOU! To all of my 
Co-Chairs, these people put 
in many long hours, even 
days of work to pull off this 
event! Along with them, the 
200+ volunteers during the 
event made this the best 
damn party in the valley! 
Our 3000+ guests had a 
great time and hopefully 
they come back next year 
and bring a few friends for 
the  Big 25th   Anniversary 
Chili Feed! 

The rest of the week was  
perfect with the best     
riding ever, we toured the        
complete state. Riding in 
the Rockies is breath     
taking and well worth the 
trip! 

Hopefully you made it out 
to the Chili Feed, our      
annual fundraiser. If not, 
you missed a hell of a good   
party! The weather was 
perfect; Friday night 
opened up with our       
annual Bike Show and  
music by Vaudeville, a   
local band just getting 
their start. 80 HD rocked 
into Chicago’s Emperors &   
Elephants finishing the 
evening, a great night of a 
bit heavier music.           
Saturday’s music opened 
with the band Gel and 
then local & National     
artists Crow. As Crow   
finished, the Bonfire Stage 
fired up with country    
artists The Farmers 
Daughters, then the  
acoustic band 23rd Hour. 
The Georgia Satellites hit 
the Main Stage at 7pm and 
rocked the house to a 
packed tent! Local  
favorites Pork Chop & Bad   
Girlfriends finished out 
the evening on both     
stages.   

Other events on Saturday  

 

Prez Sez by Mark Koon 

Prez Sez cont page 2 



PAGE 2 

Prez Sez, continued 

SCVR is run by volunteers, without you we would not exist! I am very proud of those that come back year after year; you 
make events like the Chili Feed run like a fine clock! 

We are always in need of volunteers, for next years Chili Feed we need a few new co-chairs, Sheila & Bonnie have done a 
fantastic job but now need to spend more time with their families so we need a Volunteer Coordinator and First Aid Chair 
person. Other areas we need volunteers in, is our website, and newsletter advertising . The ladies need more assistance 
with merchandise. If you are interested in any of these areas, or just want more info on how to help, contact me or go to the 
website, www.scvr.org,  and click on contact us.  

Now onto safety, as I am writing this MN has had 36 fatalities and WI is at 60, these numbers are lower than last year at 
this time which is good. On the other hand, it’s never good we lose a brother or sister. It troubles me know that over half of 
these fatalities are single vehicle accidents, which means we are killing ourselves! I ask you to be more observant, cut down 
on the alcohol, watch your speed and take a riders education class. As a member of SCVR ,one of your benefits is SCVR will 
reimburse you for a portion or all of your class fees. The State of MN has many different courses in riding that even the 
most experienced rider can learn something.The life you save by taking one of these courses may be your own! For classes 
go to www.dps.mn.gov you can find a course near your home and one that fits your schedule. Looking forward to next year, 
in April 2015 the state will be offering Road Guard classes. Your certificate to be a Road Guard will be good for 4 years. The 
Road Guard law will go into effect on Aug. 11th 2015, when more information is available I will pass it along.  

A little reminder, you will receive an automated phone call from SCVR every month reminding you of upcoming events and     
meetings. This call is attached to my home phone, 651-768-9026, so when you see this number it is SCVR calling.  

Recently I represented SCVR in leading the Flood Run, along with Brian Zepp from KQRS radio and a couple other groups, 
the Flood Run raises money for Gillette Children’s Hospital. It was another beautiful day to ride. SCVR set up our              
merchandise trailer at the Nauti Hawg, we had a great spot for good exposure and gained many new members! 

We will be collecting toys again this year for Toys for Tots, please bring a toy to the next SCVR meeting or event through            
December. We  will also be having our Annual Chili Feed appreciation party in Nov, more information to come on that. 

Elections are coming up on NOV 4th. Educate  yourself on who is running for office, try to meet them, ask them how they 
feel about motorcyclist’s rights and any other subject that may effect you. Remember, SCVR is about freedom of choice so 
make an  educated decision and go vote!         

Enjoy the fall season! 

Ride Safe!! 

 

 

Dan Hren 
WI Leg. Director 
715.246.0631 

Norm Pollard 
Director at Large 
612.607.3389 

Mark Koon 
President 

651.768.9026 

Beth Franz 
Treasurer 

651.246.3670 

Julie Rice 
Secretary 

651-768-8347 

Shane Murphy 
MN Leg. Director 
651-329-2167 

Mike Hammett 
Director at Large 
651-214-5074 

Randy Holland 
Vice President 

612.462.5695 

Dwight Smith 

Sargent at Arms 
651.459.1837 

Jeff Berg 
President Emeritus 

Adopt A Highway will take place after 

the General Meeting on October 12th. 

Our part of the Highway that we 

cleanup is from Highway 94 and County 

Road 95, towards the north, to 22nd 

Avenue North. After each cleanup, we 

are treated to tasty beverages and pizza 

at the Beach Bar. It usually takes about 

a half hour to clean a portion of the 

road. I am always looking for new 

volunteers to help.  Spring cleanup will 

be in May 2015. Thanks to everyone 

Adopt a  Highway by Julie Rice 

http://www.scvr.org
http://www.dps.mn.gov


PAGE 3 

SCVR currently needs      

members to step up and 

help in the following           

positions:   Road Captain, 

Newsletter Advertising     

Coordinator,  Merchandise 

Coordinator and Chili Feed 

First Aid Coordinator. If you are interested in 

any of these positions please contact a  board 

member. Phone numbers are listed on page 1. 

Remember, it is the help of our members  that 

makes SCVR successful! 

Hello to everyone out there 

in S.C.V.R. land! Another   

season of riding is coming to a close and I trust you are 

all in good health and have enjoyed a safe and fun      

summer.  

   It was a great Chili Feed this year and would not have 

been had it not been for the hundred volunteers putting 

in their time and effort, Thank you to all of you. The Chili 

Feed is my unofficial end of the season and my time to 

unwind. The days are now getting shorter and the nights 

are getting colder but for me this is my favorite time of 

the year to get out and ride. My ride likes the cooler 

weather as well as I do and it’s a pretty good perk when 

you don’t have to dodge the bugs as much as well. 

    As many of you know already I was not able to be out 

on the roads as much in a Road Captains capacity as I 

have been recovering from some spinal fusion surgery 

for the last 4 months. I have the luxury of being             

surrounded by a very good bunch of people and several 

people in particular stepped up and took over my duties 

and took care of the monthly dinner rides, the Round 

Barn Rally and the Chili Feed Captains Ride. To all of you 

I am  thankful for your help and it shows me as well as 

others what type of people motorcyclists are. We are a 

very large family, and we look out for each other. You 

Advice from the Vice  

by Randy Holland 

   As 

such people, we occasionally come across friends in need of 

help; a bike broke down on the side of the road, someone 

needing a ride home, someone who needs help keeping up 

on chores recovering from an injury, taking a day off to fight 

for not just your rights but the rights of your fellow riders, 

there is a long list of reasons. Time and time again I see the 

best in people when they step up and offer assistance. This 

is what we do and this is the reason I  believe this 

organization is great.  

   Our motorcycle freedoms are an important part in what 

we do but I truly believe it is the spirit of our members, the 

pride we have in ourselves and our passion for the open 

road that you do not find in a lot of other places in our lives 

that makes us unique. You can turn on a television or        

radio at any time and always find out what makes up the 

worst in people, but hop on a motorcycle and put some 

miles on and I can guarantee you will invariably find what 

makes up the best in people. Keep up the good work and 

fight the good fight…..  
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S T.  C R O I X  VA L L E Y  R I D E R S  2 0 1 4 / 2 0 1 5  S C H E D U L E  O F  E V E N T S  
 
 
 

    November         Sunday 16th- SCVR general membership mtg. 12:00pm, St. Paul Park American Legion. 

                     

    December         Sunday  14th -SCVR general membership mtg. 12:00pm, St. Paul Park American Legion. 

 

                           Saturday  20th- SCVR Kids Christmas Party 12:00pm  

          St. Paul Park American Legion      

   

    January        Sunday 18th- SCVR general membership mtg. 12:00pm, St. Paul Park American Legion.  

 

    February         Sunday  8th-  SCVR general membership mtg. 12:00pm, St. Paul Park American Legion.  

 

 

   Please check our website www.scvr.org for more upcoming events.  

 

Single Membership: 1 year ($15) 2 year ($30) 3 year ($45) 4  year ($60) 5 years ($75)    

Couple Membership: 1 year ($25) 2 year ($50) 3 year ($75) 4  year ($100) 5 years ($125)  

SCVR Merchandise:       Pin ($5 ea) Qty:____         Patches:      Small ($7 ea) Qty:____    Large ($16 ea) Qty:____ 

 PLEASE ADD $3.00 SHIPPING/HANDLING TO ANY MERCHANDISE ORDER 

Donation to SCVR: Amount $__________ (in addition to membership) 

Date:_____________________            Renewal:  _____    New Member: ____   Referred by:_______________________________ 

Last Name: ________________________________  First Name: ______________________________________   

Significant other (for couple membership) Occupations (optional): __________________________________________ 

Last Name: ________________________________  First Name: ______________________________________   

Address:________________________________________  City:______________ Sate: ______ Zip: ___________ 

Home Phone: ____________________ Cell Phone: _______________________ Email: __________________________________  

All memberships are due in January. Dues are not tax deductible. Membership card(s) and merchandise will be mailed to you. Thank You! 
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Balancing the Books! by Beth Franz, Treasurer 

Hi everyone!  If you are      

seeing this - our  awesome 

newsletter  coordinator was 

nice enough to get this in for 

me even though it’s past 

deadline.  (Thanks Penny)  

It has been a very 

busy couple of months with 

all of our rides, events, and 

other stuff going on that even 

trying to sneak away for a 

week’s vacation is tough to 

do.  I was  legitimately able to 

say I didn’t have cell service 

for much of our trip to MT 

and WY the first week of    

August but the emails and 

papers do pile up quickly.       

It’s important to unplug the 

computer and turn off the cell 

phone and even better when 

you do it while  on a 2014 

Street Glide rental J.   

In July, our Round Barn     

RALLY was a great event – 

lots of fun camping, having    

beverages, eating, and        

listening to bands really can’t 

be beat.  While the point of 

this event is a membership 

drive we are looking to 

streamline it since it is not 

breaking even and incurring 

a loss.  If you have ideas on 

how we 

could do 

this event 

differently, 

please talk 

to a Board 

member. 

A couple 

weeks ago was our famous 

24th annual CHILI FEED! I 

spent the better part of this 

afternoon       digging in and 

organizing the pile of 

receipts, entering 

everything, and  running  

preliminary numbers.  This 

event is very important as 

the profit from it gives us 

capital to fund our 

donations towards MN and 

WI Biker Days, our annual 

contribution to the 

Motorcycle Riders 

Foundation (the “MRF” – 

which is our federal-level 

rights organization that 

monitors bills in D.C.), and 

our ability to fund our rider 

education for our members.  

Fortunately we had a great 

weekend of nice weather 

that brought out a lot of   

people.  While numbers are 

still coming in – we might 

have done a bit better than 

last year.  Many thanks to 

the army of awesome       

volunteers that work their 

(sometimes several) 4 hour 

shifts to make sure this 

event happens.  The official 

results of the Chili Feed will 

be announced in the 

upcoming general meetings.   

Enjoy the remaining days of 

riding!   

Hi 

everyone, 

the chili 

feed has 

come and 

gone , and I think everyone 

had a good time. I just want 

to send out my thanks to all 

the  volunteers that helped 

out at the feed . I really 

want to thank the ones that 

worked 6 ,12 and 16 hour 

shifts. Without you, our 

events wouldn't be so     

successful. A big thank you 

to the Chili Feed Chair   

People who planned the 

event from top to bottom. 

You are a great team to 

work with, and I couldn't 

be more proud of how well 

a job you did.  

I just got back home from 

Meeting of the Minds 

conference in Kansas City, 

Mo. The multiple 

workshops  we attended 

were very   informative. We 

learned about networking 

with  other right movement    

organizations to make a 

much stronger voice in our 

state Capitals.   

This year we also had two 

members attend this event 

for the first time. They are 

Kevin and Linda Johnson, 

from Cottage Grove. Kevin 

They both volunteered in 

the first aid booth at the 

Chili Feed this year. They 

told me that they were   

impressed by all of the  

dedication that all the     

organizations give to       

toward our motorcycle 

rights and freedoms.  

The event was fun, and   

informative. I'm very happy 

that SCVR can provide    

opportunities like this 

event to our members.  

With that all said and done, 

we still need volunteers to 

work our next events. We 

can't expect the same group 

of individuals to do the 

work of many, so please 

give us some strength to 

continue on or we will get 

burned out and then we 

will fail as an organization. 

Believe me, I have seen it 

happen.  

SCVR is planning the 25th 

year anniversary of the 

Chili Feed and you can be 

proud that you got involved  

to help make it happen. So 

don’t be afraid to get 

involved. Let’s make this 

dream of a few bikers come 

to life. Thank you all for 

supporting your; my; our 

Organization.   

OUR MEMBERS MAKE IT 

HAPPEN.   

Michael Hammett,  Director 

at Large 

Director at Large by  
  Mike Hammet 

W9852 290th Ave, Diamond Bluff, WI 

(715) 792-2297 
Monday-Thursday, 11:00 am - 2:00 am 

Friday, 11:00 am - 2:30 am 

Saturday: 8 :00am - 2:30 am 

Sunday, 8:00 am - 11:00 pm 

Proud Sponsor 

& Official Stop 

of the SCVR’s 

13th Annual  

Round Barn Run 

& 24rd Annual 

Chili Feed 
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Hello from Kansas City, 

MO! 

The annual Meeting of the Minds 

conference is a fundraiser for the 

Motorcycle Riders Foundation 

(MRF) based in Washington, D.C. 

that is the federal-level version of 

what we do here in the St Croix    

Valley Riders, monitoring MN and 

WI state legislation.  Like the SCVR, 

the MRF relies on membership dues,  

donations, fundraisers, and other 

avenues of revenue to pay the        

full-time lobbyist to watch bills and 

other legislation that could pose a 

threat to us motorcyclists, host     

Bikers Inside the Beltway each May, 

publish their magazine, and         

communicate through the state-level 

motorcycle rights organizations 

what is happening in D.C. (and most 

importantly - explaining it!). 

 On September 25-27th, some 300+ 

MRO members from all over the U.S. 

converged together in general       

sessions to hear an update on the 

bills the MRF is watching, the MRF 

financial position, and “fact or       

fiction” – which was a great 

discussion on how to point out 

statistics used against motorcyclists 

and how to argue back with correct 

ones.   

Breakout sessions included: 2014-

2015 legislative planning (i.e. what 

issues and bills the lobbyist should 

focus on going forward for the next 

year), how MROs should interact 

with the media, the “Share the Road”      

campaign, a panel discussion of how 

to efficiently run an MRO, a town hall 

meeting, how to spot leaders in your 

MRO and train them, and conference 

planning.   

Of course, it wasn’t all business. 

The local Harley Dealership        

sponsored lunch ,and the local    

Freedom of the Road Riders of MO 

itself, but also put on a wonderful   

hospitality room that all attendees 

could partake in.  These conferences 

are a great way to meet members and 

leaders of other MROs, network with 

them, and discuss their successes and 

failures in member  retention, 

legislation monitoring in their states, 

and the general business of running an 

MRO. 

Saturday evening (as I type this) 

we are prepping to go to the awards 

banquet which includes presentation 

of several awards to MRF members 

who have  gone above and beyond to 

protect  our freedoms on the          

roadways and  concluding with a live 

(and very lively) auction to raise more 

funds.  These  conferences are tons of 

fun and get you fired up to accomplish 

more when you get back home.  I       

recommend every interested member 

of SCVR to make it to one of these. A 

big thanks to all that joined me at this 

event – Mark Koon, Jess Hendrickson, 

Dan Hren, Mike Hammett, Kevin and 

Linda Johnson, and Shane Murphy.   

See you at the October meeting 

(after a quick trip through the 

Ozarks!) 

     

What? Fall already? Now that the riding 

season is waning, it is a good time to 

reflect on what a risky business          

motorcycling can really be. When on a 

bike, we are way more at risk of injury 

or worse, then those riding in cars. Here 

are some interesting statistics from the 

National Transportation Department 

concerning distracted drivers. 

1. On any given daylight minute across 

America 660,000 drivers are using 

cell phones or other electronic     

devices. 

2. Engaging in visual/manual subtasks 

associated with hand held devices 

such as cell phones increases the 

risk of a crash by three times. 

3. A persons eyes are off the road an 

average of 5 seconds at a time while 

texting. Travelling at 55 mph that is 

enough time to travel the length of   

a football field, blindfolded. 

4. In 2012 an estimated 421,000     

people were involved in motor     

vehicle crashes involving a             

distracted driver. This is up           

significantly from 387,000 in 2011.  

      With all this in mind, we need to be 

vigilant and always ride with safety as 

our goal. We cannot count on the other 

guy paying attention. Maintain a margin 

of safety while riding, always look for an 

escape in case you need it, and use your 

signals, horn and throttle to remind 

drivers you are there. 

      Most importantly, don’t text and 

drive. The stats don’t lie. Your life is way 

more important then a text message, or 

a Facebook update. 

 

Penny Nielsen, Newsletter Editor 

 
By Beth Franz 

Editors Corner.. 

By Penny Nielsen 
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Minnesota Legislative Report 

By Shane Murphy 
 

What a great 

Chili Feed! 

The food, the 

ride, the 

friends; events like this is 

what really reminds me of 

what we stand for. Simply 

put, protecting our rights 

to do what we want, when 

we want. A lot of people 

think that all we do is 

throw great parties; well 

yes we do; that and so 

much more. The SCVR 

fights for your rights in 

several ways; keeping us 

helmet free, making sure 

establishments don’t 

choose to serve us based 

on the clothing we wear, 

allowingus to govern    

ourselves, to train and   

educate the safety of riding 

through means that have 

been proven to obtain   

results.  

In Minnesota right now, 

things are quiet in the 

sense that the politicians 

are not making laws or 

obstructions against our 

way of life. They are,    

however very busy in   

running their campaigns 

for election and listening 

to those who place the 

votes!   

Dial a Ride is a not for profit group that was created to make 

sure motorcyclists and their bikes arrive home safely. They 

will pick up impaired riders in Minnesota, along with their 

motorcycles, at no charge on all weekends Friday through 

Sunday. Their phone number is 1-800-342-5743. Keep this 

number handy, you never know who might need it. SCVR is 

very proud to sponsor this  organization and provide a trailer 

for their use. Thank you to all those who make this service 

possible. 

I encourage you to use the 

following link to find out 

who currently represents 

you and contact them with 

any questions you may have 

http://www.gis.leg.mn/
OpenLayers/districts/   
Also http://
www.ontheissues.org/
states/mn.htm is a great site 
to lookup candidates and 
their viewpoints.  
Make sure to vote this   

coming election, for it is you 

who has the say on who 

speaks for you! 

You can find out where to 
vote here:  http://
pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/  

To those who attended the 

2014 Chili Feed, thank you! 

To those who didn’t, I hope 

to see you next year! 

 

Ride free, Ride safe: 

Shane Murphy, 

MN Legislative Director 

 

Hi I would like to  introduce 

myself, I am Dan Hren and I 

am your new  Wisconsin 

State Legislative                

Representative for SCVR. 

First of all I would like to 

thank Mike Deavey for his 

years of hard work in this 

position. All of SCVR’s have 

benefitted from his 

dedication to the task. I will 

do my best to work hard for 

you too! 

Thanks also to all those who 

took time to call, write or 

email their representatives 

regarding the 4745       

Wahlberg  Amendment, 

which was passed by a 

voice vote. The amendment  

authored by Congressmen 

Tim Wahlberg (R-MN), 

Sesenbrenner (R-WI) and 

Ribble (R-WI) the 

amendment eliminates a 

provision in a 2015 

Transportation, Housing 

and Urban           

Development Act that 

would   allow the Secretary 

of Transportation to discuss 

motorcycle safety with the 

Get to know 

your local 

legislators, 

see if they are like-minded  

in your views  regarding       

motorcycles and the 

personal freedoms we all 

enjoy. Most importantly, get 

out and vote on November 4! 

You can make a difference! 

That is all I have right now. 

Just know that I am out there 

lobbying hard for all of our 

rights as motorcyclists.  

Thank you and enjoy the rest 

of the riding season! 

Dan Hren,  

WI Legislative  

Representative 

Wisconsin Legislative Report 

       By Dan Hren 

DIAL A RIDE 

http://www.gis.leg.mn/OpenLayers/districts/
http://www.gis.leg.mn/OpenLayers/districts/
http://www.ontheissues.org/states/mn.htm
http://www.ontheissues.org/states/mn.htm
http://www.ontheissues.org/states/mn.htm
http://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/
http://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/


PO Box 112 
St. Paul Park, MN 55071 

L I V E  F R E E .  R I D E  F R E E .  

Your Membership Expires: «Expires» 

Return Service Requested 

 

 «FIRST» «LAST» 

«Significant Other» 

«STREET ADDRESS» 

«CITY», «ST»  «ZIP» 

We’re on the web! 

www.scvr.org 

Please patronize our sponsors. They make our events and this publication successful. 
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