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UPCOMING EVENTS 

November 21  5pm Chili Feed appre-
ciation Party (The Gas-Lite Tavern, 
Trimbelle, WI) 

December 13  12 pm  SCVR General 
Membership meeting  

(American Legion - St. Paul Park, MN ) 

December 19  12 pm  Children's  
Christmas Party  

(American Legion - St. Paul Park, MN ) 

January 10  12pm  SCVR General Mem-
bership meeting  

(American Legion - St. Paul Park, MN ) 

February 13  5pm  The Mid-Winter 
Party  and Membership Drive (Red 
Barn VFW, Cottage Grove, MN) 

February 14  12pm  SCVR General 
Membership meeting  

(American Legion - St. Paul Park, MN ) 
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Newsletter Contact & Submissions 

Info@scvr.org   

Quarterly distribution around the 1st of January, April, 

July, and October. Deadline is the 15th of the month 

prior to quarterly publication for article submissions. 

Articles can be submitted for placement free of charge, 

pending approval of content. Advertising pricing is as 

follows: Preferred electronic file format is jpeg (print 

ready). 

Size B&W Color 

Business Card ....................... $25 .................... $35 

Quarter Page ....................... $75 .................... $100 

Half Page ............................. $175 .................. $200 

Full Page ............................. $350 .................. $400 

Letters to the Editor 
You are encouraged to voice your opinion, inform your fellow 

members of upcoming legislation, or share an interesting ride. 

Hi Everyone! 

Now that fall is upon us, hopefully we still 

can get some good riding in. Remember 

when you do go out your bike reacts a little 

differently in the cool weather, so be care-

ful and slow down. We have lost way too 

many fellow riders this year, many of them 

where single vehicle fatalities and could 

have been avoided if they had just slowed 

down. 

Since our last newsletter we have survived 

the 25th Annual Chili Feed, it was another 

great success but the night time temps 

were pretty cool, regardless everyone had 

a great time! I have already starting work-

ing on the headline act for next years Feed 

so stay tuned for that, mark your calendar 

for next years Feed September 9th & 10th 

2016. 

A week after the Chili Feed, Brian Zepp 

from KQ and me along with other SCVR 

members led the 50th Annual Flood Run 

out of Shiners Bar & Grill in St. Croix Beach, 

between the spring and fall run; they raised 

a record $173,473.20 for Gillette’s Chil-

dren’s Hospital. It’s been a great honor 

leading this run for such a great cause. Join 

Zepp and I in leading it again this spring on 

April 16th 2016. 

The last weekend of September a group of 

your board members and significant others 

along with  Chuck R attended the Meeting 

of the Minds in Milwaukee Wi, this is a na-

tional seminar from representatives from 

all over the USA , Canada and Europe to 

gather and share ideas and what they have 

accomplished as rights groups in the past 

year. There are many seminars on legisla-

tive and education, along with how to im-

prove your organization, this also the 

MRF’s annual fundraiser, the MRF is a na-

tional rights organization, and they keep an 

eye on what happens on the federal level. I 

recommend anyone interested in pro-

tecting your rights attend one of these con-

ferences.  

On April 1st – 3rd 2016, the 27th Annual 

Heartland Steam conference in Sioux Falls 

South Dakota, 

This event is a smaller version of the 

Meeting of the Minds with 7 states and 8 

rights organizations being represented. If 

you are interested in attending this please 

contact me.  

November 8th is SCVR’s next General 

meeting at the St. Paul Park American Le-

gion Hall, 328 Broadway Ave St. Paul Park 

MN 55071 at 12 noon. 

SCVR will be having there Volunteer Appre-

ciation party at the Gas lite Bar & Grill on 

Saturday Nov. 21st, starting at 5pm, bring a 

dish to pass for pot luck dinner, Miller will 

give us a keg a beer, many items for door 

prizes from our sponsors Miller beer, Gen-

eral Beer Northwest, Fury Motorcycle,  
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WI Leg. Director 
715.531.7482 
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Director at Large 
612.607.3389 

Jeff Berg 
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Susie Maher 
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President 
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it’s time to let someone else lead 

the pack on to new roads and new 

adventures. Thanks to all and I will 

see you on the road…….  

Remember that it’s not just the ride 

that’s the adventure, it’s the people 

you share it with and the friends you 

make along the way. A friend of 

mine told me never to say ride safe 

when you say goodbye, its makes it 

seem like something tragic might be 

coming….. “Have a good ride” he 

says …..enough said. 

Advice From the Vice  
         By Randy Holland 

 

  

Welcome to the end of another 

great riding season, hope everyone’s 

in good health and even greater spir-

its. It has been a great year for riding 

with good weather and mile after 

mile of wind therapy to ease the 

body and soul.  

This year I was able to ride out to 

Denver to attend the wedding of two 

close friends and do some Rocky 

Mountain motorcycling, attend the 

Heartland Steam conference in Bis-

marck N.D., and spend the summer 

hitting hills and sweepers in our own 

backyard of the St. Croix river valley. 

There is no better way to spend your 

free time than with friends exploring 

the countryside on a bike.  

I have had the honor and privilege of 

serving you as not only your vice 

president but also as your road cap-

tain for quite some time now and I 

thank everyone for attending the 

rides and I hope you all had a good 

time. As many of you that have spo-

ken with me at the Chili Feed or who 

attended the October meeting I have 

announced that I am giving up the 

position of Road Captain. By my cal-

culations I have logged about twenty 

to thirty five thousand miles plus on 

the rides we have been on in the last 

twelve years. That is a lot of miles 

and about a thousand riders I have 

considered as my responsibility to 

lead on an adventure and return 

them home safely. I have felt that I 

have been extremely lucky to do so 

for so long with as few mishaps as 

possible.  

Over the last two summers I have 

realized that no matter how much 

care you put into your ride you can-

not prevent everything from empty 

gas tanks to kamikaze deer. It time 

for me follow some friends, maybe 

even lead once in great while, but 
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live music will be sponsored by the 
Gas Lite, so come on down and have 
some fun! 
 
December 13th General Meeting is at 
12 noon at the St. Paul Park American 
Legion 
SCVR  and the American Legion will 
be hosting our annual kids Christmas 
party on December 19th from 12 – 
3pm , bring the kids and grandkids for 
face painting, snacks, gifts and a pic-
ture with Santa! 
 
There is still for you to win $100 for 
most new members signed up, mem-
bers that sign up now will have their 
memberships good thru Dec 31st 
2016, if you are the top recruiter, we 
will announce your name at the Feb-
ruary’s Mid-Winter Party and present 
you with the cash. The more mem-
bers we have the stranger our voice 
will be at the state and federal level, 
Good luck!  
 
With motorcycle deaths higher this 
year in Minnesota and Wisconsin, 
SCVR will need a larger voice in the 
political world to keep adverse laws 
from being created. 
 
On that note think about taking a Rid-
ers Ed course next spring, as a SCVR 
member one of your benefits is that 
we reimburse for some or all of the 
costs for that class, to be eligible for 
reimbursements you must be a mem-
ber for 3 years or sign up for 3 years. 
Then bring  your receipt and comple-
tion card to a general meeting and 
the treasurer will issue a check, if you 
are out of the twin city region we can 
arrange other ways of reimbursement 
contact a board member to find out 
how. 
 
This group is successful because of 
the great volunteers! Our newest 
members to step up   are Sandra W 
for taking over the Sunshine Fund, the 
Sunshine Fund sends cards and gifts 

to members that are ill, injured or 
have had significant others pass away, 
we rely on members to notify us on 
these incidents, thank you to Marissa 
for doing a great job at this previous-
ly.  
 
Ron Lischeid is taking over the editing 
of our newsletter, Thank you to Penny 
for doing a great job previously.  We 
are still in need of a person to take on 
the advertising portion of the news-
letter, if interested contact me.  
 
Susie M, one of our Directors at Large 
has taken on the printing for SCVR, 
Thank you to Jeannine for doing a 
great job previously and a great job at 
PR. Thank you to our new Chair peo-
ple! Thank you to all the volunteers! 
We need volunteers to help with the 
upcoming children’s Christmas party 
on Dec 19 and February’s Mid-Winter 
party. 
  
I will leave you with something to 
think about, we all joined this organi-
zation for the love of motorcycles and 
to keep our rights intact along with 
promoting awareness to the general 
public ,training  and safety, with the 
benefit of getting to know more of 
our fellow riders, sometimes in our 
involvement in a group our thoughts 
and actions are detoured with ideas 
on how can I get this to benefit myself 
(yourself) before you act rethink your 
actions does this benefit the organiza-
tion, does it benefit motorcycle 
rights? 
 
Here is our Mission Statement 
The St. Croix Valley Riders: 

Believes in, Encourages and spon-
sors motorcycle training, safe-
ty, awareness and education 

Encourages political involvement 
of its members to actively par-
ticipate in state and national 
level representation and lob-
bying efforts. 

Improves the motorcyclist’s image 
and welcomes all riders re-
gardless of brand or type of 

bike and sponsors several 
charitable events. 

SCVR is not a gang or a club - it is a 
not for profit organization that 
supports the premise that motor-
cyclists not politicians or insur-
ance companies know best what 
should be done to protect them-
selves on the road. 

SCVR believes in actively working to 
see that politicians know where 
its members stand and show that 
it’s a strong organization, working 
with them and against them. 

 
A side note, with working on building 

a bigger organization and pro-
tecting our rights you can also cre-
ate some great friendships!  

 
See you soon! 
Ride Safe! 
Mark Koon   

Prez Sez,  continued  

HELP WANTED  

Road Captain: 

SCVR is looking for someone to 
be responsible for planning,  

leading SCVR group rides and 
generally being awesome!  

 

Newsletter Ad Marketer: 

Someone to manage accounts of 
quarterly newsletter advertising 

 

Please contact Mark Koon at 651
-768-9026 if you are interested.  
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Find the SCVR online at: www.scvr.org and 

www.facebook.com/groups/StCroixValleyRiders 



Minnesota State 

Legislative Report 

By Shane Murphy 
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Do you know what your post entails? We have all be-
come members of the SCVR for one reason or another, 
but there is a single underlying drive that binds us all 
together; to maintain our freedoms and see that they 
are not restricted or taken from us! I think 2016 will be a 
challenging year for us and I want you to be ready to 
contact your representatives when our interests come 
under attack.   

What is motorcycle profiling and what can we do about 
it? Motorcyclists’ being targeted, pulled over, generally 
harassed or discriminated against by law enforcement 
or others because of what we wear, ride or who we as-
sociate with. In MN during the 2015 legislative session 
we had introduced an anti-profiling bill that would edu-
cate law enforcement on what profiling is and how not 
to succumb to it. This bill died in the public safety com-
mittee. We are done, it will be introduced again soon at 
the state level and the MRF is taking steps to lead a na-
tional movement in Washington. Follow us on Facebook 
for detailed information on what you can do to help. 

The 2016 General election is only one year away and it 
isn’t too early to start considering about who will best 
represent you on both the state and national levels.  US 
Congressman John Kline of MN is not seeking re-election 
and he has been a great supporter of our cause since 
2002.  

In September several members and directors went to 
the MRF Meeting of the Minds in Milwaukee, WI. SCVR 
had the honor or being a co-sponsor of this event and 
was recognized for our efforts. This conference covered 
topics such as federal and state current events, legisla-
tive planning, town halls, lobbying in DC, Political Action 
Committee planning, Rider education and so much 
more!  

Also, the MN Capitol is still under renovations and it will 
be closed to the public during the upcoming 2016 legis-
lative session. So once again we will have to make small-
er, private and more personal visits to ensure that our 
voice is heard by those who serve us. Stay tuned for 
more info.  

As I write this, it is 36 degrees out and falling. I’m con-
sidering winterizing the bike… maybe one more ride!  

Live Free, Ride Free! 

2015 Motorcycle Riding Season Preliminary Statistics 

At this point there have been 60 motorcycle fatalities this rid-
ing season in 56 crashes. That compares to 44 rider deaths at 
this point last year. 

There were 46 motorcycle fatalities in 2014. 

2015 Rider Deaths Statistics 

* Helmet use: 37 riders killed were not wearing helmet; 16 
were wearing a helmet. 

o It’s unknown if the remaining 7 riders were wearing helmets 
or not. 

* 33 of the crashes were single-vehicle, involving only the mo-
torcycle. 23 of the crashes involved a motorcycle and another 
vehicle. 

* 6 of the crashes were motorcycle vs. deer. 

* 8 passengers have died in motorcycle crashes. 

* 26 of the crashes happened while motorcyclists were negoti-
ating a curve. Only 2 of the 26 involved a second vehicle; 24 
were single-vehicle crashes. 
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Minnesota Motorcycle Safety: 

 MnDOT requested motorcyclists to complete their 

study of new rumble strip designs to ensure they were 

motorcycle friendly. They held a test session 

on Saturday, October 24 at their MnROAD testing facili-

ty near Monticello. The testing session lasted about two 

hours.  

Rider participation is important to ensure that the next 

generation of rumble strips, including centerline rumble 

strips, is motorcycle friendly. 

John Kobinski and Randy Holland trying them out. 
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United States House of Representatives Transportation Committee  

Passes Long Term Highway Legislation. 

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) is pleased to report that the US House of Representatives Transportation and 

Infrastructure Committee has passed a six-year highway bill. The bill, H.R. 3763, otherwise known as the Surface Trans-

portation Reauthorization and Reform Act (STRRA) of 2015, was passed unanimously by the committee chaired by Rep-

resentative Bill Schuster (R-PA).  

The committee termed the measure, “a bipartisan, multi-year surface transportation bill to reauthorize and reform federal 

highway, transit, and highway safety programs,” and described it as proposal that is “fiscally responsible, provides greater 

flexibility and more certainty for states and local governments to address their priorities, and accelerates project delivery.” 

The bill contains a few provisions near and dear to the motorcyclists of America. Most importantly, it ends the federal 

funding of the highly unpopular motorcycle-only roadside checkpoints. “Ending the checkpoints was, and is, ‘Priority 

Number One’ for the Motorcycle Riders Foundation,” said Jeff Hennie, Vice President of Government Relations and Pub-

lic Affairs for the MRF. “We are knocking on the doorstep of accomplishing this because similar language is already in the 

Senate highway bill.”  

Additionally, the bill re-launches the much-needed Federal Motorcycle Advisory Council (FMAC). The FMAC was ini-

tially set up under a previous highway bill and served the country well, but because of some bureaucratic red tape the 

council was done away with. This bill revives the FMAC for the purpose of developing recommendations to the sitting 

Secretary of Transportation on all things regarding motorcycles and motorcycle-related infrastructure. In its first incarna-

tion, the FMAC made some very worthwhile efforts on issues such as cable barriers, signage, and pavement conditions. 

The MRF, AMA, MIC, state motorcycle rights organizations (SMROs), state DOT officials, and highway engineers all 

have seats on the council. The only caveat?  Every council member must ride a motorcycle.  

Lastly, H.R. 3763 commissions a study to be conducted by the National Academy of Sciences on the best practices for pre-

venting motorcycle crashes. While it will be a while before the study is begun and the results analyzed, it will be very sig-

nificant as it will be the first study ever that is totally about crash prevention and not about helmets. 

“This bill improves the everyday lives of motorcyclists in a very profound way,” added Hennie. “Living in a world where 

we can be pulled over for just riding a motorcycle has been an unacceptable practice. Ending those unwarranted stops has 

been the focal point of the MRF legislative agenda since they began, and we thank the Congress for hearing our demands 

and serving justice.” 

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation would like to thank those members of the House Transportation Committee who were 

of particular help with this bill, including but not limited to, Representatives Reid Ribble (WI), Barbara Comstock (VA), 

James Sensenbrenner (WI) and Chairman Schuster (PA). The full support of these elected officials was instrumental to this 

incredible success. 

The MRF thanks all of the SMROs and the individuals who are dedicated to fighting government tyranny and control of 

motorcyclists. 

Reprinted with permission from the MRF 
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W9852 290th Ave.                                  

Diamond Bluff, WI, 54014 

Monday-Thursday 11am-2 

am 

Friday 11am - 2:30 am 

Saturday 8 am - 2:30 am 

Your Great River Road Travel Destination 

Whether visiting by car, motorcycle, or a boat        
via the Mississippi River 

DIAL A RIDE 1-888-342-5743 

Dial a ride is a not for profit group that was  created 
to make sure motorcyclists and their bikes arrive 

home safely. They will  pick up    impaired riders in 
Minnesota, along with their motorcycles, at no 
charge on all weekends   Friday through Sunday. 
Their phone number is 1-888-342-5743. Keep this 
number handy, you never know  who might need 
it. SCVR is very proud to sponsor this organization 
and provide a trailer for their use. Thank you to all 
those who make this service possible. 

Adopt A Highway  

Another year of keeping our part of CR95 clear 

of garbage is over. Thanks to all the people who 

volunteer for this detail. Not only do you get to 

walk and burn calories in the sunshine, but you 

work with some great people! You will be re-

warded with drinks and pizza when you are 

done. Plan on volunteering in May for the 

Spring Clean Up along CR95. Have a great win-

ter and a Merry Christmas. 

Julie Rice  
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We’re on the web! 

www.scvr.org 

PO Box 112 
St. Paul Park, MN 55071 

L i v e  F r e e .  R i d e  f r e e .  
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